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PART L. 


OBSERVATIONS RESPECTING THE Derr. 
CAL CONTROVERSY. - | 


AE ſubject of litiga tion between De. 

iſts and Chriſtians, i is of the utmoſt 
importance to the preſent and future hap- 
pineſs of mankind, and ought to be diſ- 
cuſſed in the molt candid and apa ere 


mann e. 
dne following obſervations may be uſc- 
ful to thoſe who have been miſled by pu- 
blications in es of Deiſm. 


- 
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Sect. 1. The | tuation of the contending 1 


_ farties. 


WERE the propagators of in6delity to 


ſucceed in perſuading the people that the | 
laws and doctrines of Chriſtianity are not 


enjoined by God's authority, and that we 
have no cauſe to be afraid of that future 


. judgment which is mentioned in the ſerip- 


2 75 what fruit could be expe ded from 

the belief of this opinion? Would it not 
break down the principal bounds of mora- 
Iity, and overwhelm mankind with vice 
and miſery ? 


I pity the poor man who is beguiled i in- 


to a diſbelief of. the ſeriptures; for he 
loſes the only hope which ſupported him 
under his rigorous fate, while grim death 


recovers all thoſe terrors which were ta- 


ken away by a belief of the goſpel. 


The certain tendency of deiſm is, to 


eg the miſery and degradation of the 
uman race; while Chriſt ianity is evi- 
qdentiy calculated to alleviate our miſer- 
ies, and cxalt our nature. This impor- 
tant fact, which has been well illuſtrated 
by other authors, and confirmed from ex- 

perience, is a ſtrong evidence that our 

Loiy . ſs very beneficial to man, 

cannot 


a@ 7 


cannot be diſapproved by the Father of 


our ſpirits. 
But ſuppoſing the Chriſtian to be in 15 


miſtake, reſpecting the origin of his rel 
gion, what is the nature, and what the 


tendency of his error ? He believes cer- 


tain perſons to have been inſpired Who 
were not, and receives their doctrines ag 
a revelation from God: if he act conſiſt- 


ently with this belief he becomes more 


better member of ſociety 
which he believes to have been written by 


happy, more amiable, It uſeful, and a 


infpiration, his duty to his God, his neigh- 


bour, and himſelf, is clearly ſet forth and 


itrongly enforced. 
As Chriſtianity eomprehends all that is 


meant by natural religion, the principal 
doctrine peculiar to it is the atonement es 


our Saviour. This is a doctrine whic 


ſets forth, in an affecting light, the fatal 

tendeney of ſin, and the purity of the di- 
vine perfections; while it affords the 
ſtrongeſt encourage ment for genuine pe- 

nitents to hope for mercy from God. 0 
If the Deiſt be in a miſtake, what is the 
nature and what the tendency of bis er- 


ror? He rejects the counſel of God a- 
gainſt his own ſoul, and following the de- 


vices of a wicked heart, brings on him- 
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ſelf certain deſtruction. If the Chriſtian 


de in a miſtake, his error conſiſts in re- 
vering God's authority where it does not 


extend ; but if his religion be from God, 
then deiſts are guilty of contending againſt 


the Almighty, and therefore expoſed to 
the dreadful judgments denounced againſt 
ſuch, in the ſcriptures. My ſoul bleeds: 


for thoſe who. apoſtatize, after they have 


been enlightened with the knowledge of 


- revelation, and have taſted the comforts 


of the goſpel: their fituation reſembles. 
the condition of irreclaimable rebels, com- 
bined againſt an eſtabliſhed government; 


they muſt either ende or be involved 
in eternal ruin. 


It is God and not man by 3 both 
parties will be finally tried: on him no 
creature can impoſe; it might therefore 
be expected that the deiſts, who contend 
againſt revelation under {ſuch dreadjul per- 
z/s, would manage the controverſy with 


the utmoſt candour and integrity. 1 am 


ſorry to {ind the conduct of deiſts, in ge- 


neral, the very reverſe ; as will be een. 
in the Re ſections. | 


(3-7 


Sgcr. II. The uncandid manner in which 
Deifts treat the Miniſters of Chriſtianity. 


THE rancour, which the propagators 
of infidelity diſplay againſt the miniſters 
of Chriſtianity, is very conſpicuous in all 
their publications. The learning of the 
Clergy, their influence in ſociety, their 
__ diligence in defending the truth, and in 
promoting the intereſts of morality, ren- 
der them formidable opponents to the mi- 
niſters of Deiſm. In place of meeting, 
theſe advocates for revelation in the ticid 
of controverſy, with fair reafoning, the 


ſupporters of infidelity vilify the character 


of their opponents, ridicule their othce, 

and employ contemptible artiſices to pre- 

judice mankind againſt the miniſters of 
religion; whom in deriſion they uiually 
call the Priefls, In this manner they en- 
deavour ro perſuade the people that our 
holy religion is nothing but mere prieſi- 
craft, and that they ought not to hear the 
arguments of theſe intereſted men, who 
defend Chriſtianity becauſe they live by 
the altar. . 

Is it candid to treat the defence of reli- 
gion by her miniſters as fuſpicious, be- 
cauſe they are rewarded for the faithful 

B3 * execution 
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execution of their ſacred office? Do not 
the citizens expect to be warned, when 
danger approaches, by thoſe watchmen. | 
who are paid for that very purpoſe? Is 


the ſhepherd leſs bound to feed and de- 
fend his' flock becaule it is'the means of 


his ſupport? and is the faithfulneſs of 
thoſe men, to whom is entruſted the de- 


fence of truth, co be treated as intere ſted 
and ſuſpicious, becauſe they are rewarded 
ſor their labours? where then is the foun- 


dation for that ridicule which deiſts pour 


out upon the teachers of Chriſtianity for 


vindicating their holy religion? or is it a- 
ny ditcredir to the Chriſtian cauſe that it 
is warmly ſupported by thoſe to whom 1 its 
defence is ſolemily entruſted: : 
Let mankind, therefore, beware of be- 
ing deceived by that artful declamation, | 


about prie/icraft, which is ſo very abſurd, 


tho' employed by almoſt every deiſt againſt 
revelation. It is not denied, that wicked 
and decciiful men have, in all ages, Creep» 


ed into the ſacred office, and that much 
art has been employed by ſuch men in 


corrupting Chriſtianity, and in proſtitute 


ing ic as a pretext for committing the 
wien crimes: but what connection is there 
between the wickedneſs and deceit of 


thelc Pricits, and che ſincere defence of 
religion 


6 
religion by i its faithful miniſters? Upon 
the whole, it would be more for the cre- . 
dit of deiftical writers, in this 1 
ſy, to weigh with candour the defence, 
than to waſte their wit and arguments u- 


pon the othce and ſituation of the defend- 


1 ä 


SECT. III. The abr, method of rum. | 
: tation abſurd. 115 


THE aierhdd of attack, in pubheneis 
againſt revelation, is uſually, firſt to miſ- 
_ repreſent, and then to wier, the ſcrip- 
tures. The corruption of Chriſtianity bx 
the papiſts, and the erroneous opinions of 
different churehes, are” artfully employed. 
in repreſenting revelation as unworthy. of 
God: the moſt obſcure and myſterious 
arts of the ſcriptures are alſo repreſented. 
in a ridiculous light; in order to perſuade. 
mankind that the whole 1 is an abſurd fic-- 
nan” £ 
This fophlſtry 1 is very palpable, and 
might be employed with much more plau- 
ſibility, by an atheiſt, in proving that the 
world is too bad to be made by an infi- 
nitely wiſe being. 
The ſtudent 5 of nature knows, that 
thoſe very parts of the creation which had 
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been ridiculed by the ignorant as inſtances 
of very imperfect operations; when bet- 
ter underſtood, are admired as a wonder- 
ful diſplay of God's wiſdom and good- 
neſs: Such too are thoſe parts of revela- 


tion againſt which deiſts object as unwor- 
thy of God; inſtances of which have fre- 
quently been illuſtrated by the friends of 


religion. — | 
© The ſame artifices, which are ſtil] em- 
ployed againſt Chriſtianity, were former- 


ly practifed againſt Chriſt himſelf. 'The | 


Jews miſrepreſented his words and ac- 


tions, they arrayed him in the badges of 


mock royalty; then brought him forth 
to the people, and on their bended knees 
cried, in derifion; Hail king of the 


Jews.“ Thus they impoſed on the mul- 
titude, in order to procure their con- 
ſent to his crucifixion. To perſuade man- 


kind to reject the ſcriptures, as falſe and 
abſurd, deiſts miſrepreſent them in an 
artful manner, and then condemn them, 


when thus exhibited in a dreſs very fo- 
reign to their nature and tendency. Itis 


unneceſſary to quoie inſtances; they a- 
bound in every deiſtical publication with 
which I am acquainted, and have been 


_ ſufficiently refuted, by different authors. 


In order to perſuade the multitude that 
as our 
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and conceal their abſurdity. 
are many deceitful and wicked perſons in 
the world, would it be a juſt inference to 
affirm, that there is not an honeſt man in 
all the human race? and is it not equally 
— . to conclude, that neither Chriſti- 
Bs anity © 


44 


our et deferral to die, his e 
ers crucified him between two thieves, as 
11 he had been the moſt eminent criminal. 


A ſimilar artifice is practiſed by Volney 


and other deiſtical authors againſt Chri- 
ſtianity: A very unjuſt repreſentation, of 
our holy religion is placed in the midſt of 


thoſe falſe religions, which. prevailed. a- 


mong the ſuperſtitious heathens, in or- 


der to lead the people into aa opinion, 
that Chriſtianity is no better than thoſe 
abſurd and profane rites, by Which the 
ignorant Gentiies were degraded, 

In the fame manner thets 
the miracles which were performed by 


Jeſus and Moſes witli thoſe by which im- 


poſtors have deceived the world; and, 


without a fair trial, pronounce all teliꝑi- 
ons, and all ales alike falſe and ab- 


ſurd. 


' Theſe authors require no other refuta- 
tion but fairly to ſtate their argument and 
method of reaſoning. It requires, how- 


ever, great art to employ ſuch. arguments, 
Tuo' there 
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anity nor the miracles, which its author 
is ſaid to have wrought, Can be true, be- 
cauſe there have been many falſe religions 
and falſe miracles impoſed upon the world. 

If we examine the different religions 


which have prevailed among mankind, 
with the conduct and pretenſions of ſuc- 


ceſsful impoſtors z we will find ſuch a ſi- 


milarity in the principal parts as renders 


it probable, that there is ſome common 


ſtandard, ſome genuine revelation, eſta- 


bliſhed by real miracles, from which they 
have all copied. 
The vices of thoſe who 3 Chriſti- 


aniry, and efpecially of its teachers, have 


been urged in all ages as a proof of its 


| falſchood. The vices of mankind may be 
mentioned with propriety as an evi- 
dence that the intereſts of morality require 
the aſſiſtance of a revelation; but it is an 


inſult offered to common ſenſe to bring 


them forward as an evidence, that no re- 
velation is given to men.—Tho' the prin- 


ciples of religion do not influence many 


who profeſs to believe them, does this 
prove that wat are not enjoined by di- 
vine authority 


If deiſts would remem- 
ber that the ſubject of controverſy between 


them and Chriſtians is the truth of revela- 


tion, ad not the character of their oppo- 
nents, 
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or vents, they might bins out « three-fourths | 
e- | of ww inn | | 
ns . | : 
d. Secr. Iv. The proce Ali 7 abe ; 
ns 

d, THE eier with which the advocates 0 
- for infidelity evade the chicf point at iſſue, 
ſi- and direct the controverſy to circumſtan- 
rs ces which do not affect the principal que - 
+ ſtion, is very remarkable. The real ſub- 
A. ject of controverſy between the deiſts and 


Chriſtians is this plain queſtion z "Does the 
Chriſtian 5 Bible contain a eee 7 

God? 
ve The poſſibility of, a 1 cannot 
its be called in queſtion by thoſe who beliere 
be that there is a God. Deiſts frequentiy 
i- argue, that it is not neceſſary. Tho) man- 
re: kind may ſpeculate concerning our need 
in of a revelation, yet that is not the ſubjeck 
g of diſpute. God is the only collate: 
e- Ja dge 5 what is neceſſary; he alone 


n- nows what good is appointed for man- ᷑ʒ⁊ ⁊ß 
ty | Kind, and what are the fittelt means for 5 
is making us happy. Neither can the mean - i Hl 
i- ing of particular paſſages in the ſcriptures 
N= | be the ſubject of litigation in this contro»: 
n | verſy. 'Theſe may be the ſubject of dif» 
a- pute among Chriſtians, but not between 


J- them and deiſts, In the volume of na- 
Sz | ture 
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ture there are myſteries which we do not 


underſtand ; and in the volume of revela- 


tion there are obſcure and myſterious pale 
| ſages. As theſe myſteries in nature are 
no-proof that the material world is not 


made by God; ſo the myſterious and ob- 


ſcure paſſages in the ſcriptures are no evi- 


dence, that our Bible does not contain a 


revelation from him. The controverſy 
hitherto has chiefly turned upon paſſages, 
againſt which, no objection can affect 


the real ſubjeCt at iſſue. The manner in 


which deiſts manage this ſubject is truly | 
ridiculous: they argue as if they knew 


what God ought to ſay, were he to grant 


us a revelation ; and becauſe he does not 
ſpeak in the manner in which they imagine 


he ought to have ſpoken, they therefore 
_ conclude that we have no revelation from 
him. It is highly preſumptuous in men 


to determine what 1t may pleaſe God ei- 
ther to do, or to command; and there- 


fore whether particular paſſages of the ; 
ſcriptures be proper or improper for God 


to reveal to us, cannot be the ſubject of 


litigation in this diſpute. From theſe, - 
and other topics foreign to the principal 
- queſtion, it is neceſſary to call back the 
attention of mankind, to the main point, 


which is a ſimple matter of fact. Chriſ- 
| tans 


. 
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tians affirm that they poſſeſs a revelation 
from God. The buſineſs of deiſts is to 
call for the proof of that aſſertion; and ex- 
amine if it be ſatisfactory. Suppoling a 
revelation were given to mankind, it 
would be unreaſonable to expect it to be 
communicated, in a ſupernatural manner, 

to every individual. This therefore is 
not what the Chriſtian aſſerts; he main- 
tains that God inſpired a few perſons, on - 
different occaſions, with the knowledge 
of important truths ; which are recorded 
in the ſcriptures, for the benefit of man- 
kind in all ages. The controverſy con- 
ccrning the truth of revelation muſt be 
determined, therefore, by the decifion of 
this queſtion; were. thoſe men inſpired. 
whole doctrines are recorded in our ſa- 
cred writings? The queſtion muſt be 
decided by the evidences produced, in 
ſupport of their divine commiſſion. Ty 
If the Chriſtian be able to eſtabliſh har 
fact, which is the ſubject of litigation, by _ 
proving the inſpiration of the author of 
his holy religion, his buſineſs with the 
deiſt is finiſhed : he is not accountable for 
difficulties in the ſcriptures ; it is enough 
| for him to be certain that they contain a 
revelation from God. _ 2 2 OT 
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Seer. V. Evidences of Inſdiraticu. © 


BY inſpiration is meant a revelation 


from God to tume particular perſon, who 


is infallibly directed in communicating 1t 
to the world. 


If it ſhould pleaſe God to beſtow on 


man a revelation, we have reaſon to ex- 


pect that it would be accompanied with 


evidences, ſuſficient to ſatisfy every rea- 
ſonable creature of its truth. , The truth 


of revelation depends on the reality of 
their inſpiration by whom it is communi- 


cated unto us. 


Ot thoſe who are ſaid to bake body in- | 


ſpired, the perſons with whom we are 


chiefly concerned are Moſes, the founder 


of Judaiſm, and Jeſus, the author of Chri- 


ſtianity. If theſe two great perſonages 
had a divine commiſſion, then Judaiſm 
and Chriſtianity came from God, and we 
are bound to receive them as a revelation | 
from him. | | 
I mention Moſes and Jeſus together, | 
becauſe they teſtified concerning the in- 
ſpiratien of one another: if therefore we 
can prove the inſpiration of the one, his 
teſtimony eſtabuthes the e of the 
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other. 
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As many haye pretended to inſpiration, 
who were deceitful impoſtors; by what 


evidences ſhall we know that a perſon has 


received adivine commiſſion? If a man re- 
ceive a commiffion from God, to teach in 


his name; there is every reaſon to ſup- 
poſe, that it will be ſo well atteſted as to 


ſatisfy the unprejudiced. As ſome capti- 
ous perſons will quarrel at the beſt evi- 
dences which can be produced; the queſ- 
tion is not, what will ſatisfy all men, but 
what ought to ſatisfy them? Unqueſtion- 
able miracles, and the accompliſhment of 
aha reſpecting events which no 


uman penetration. could foreſee; have 


been deemed by mankind, in all ages, the 
beſt evidences of inſpiration, which can 


be given. 


Altho' the nature and tendency of the 
doctrines which are taught, by thoſe who 
lay claim to inſpiration, may add to, or 
diminiſh the ſtrength of other evidences; -- 
yet if theſe doctrines be not contrary to 
the fundamental principles of morality, no 
deeiſive argument can be founded on 
them, either for or againſt ſuch teachers. 
The reaſon is obvious: impoſtors may 
propoſe very plauſible inſtitutions, and ra- 
tional doctrines; while thoſe who are in- 


ſpired may be appointed to pvbliſh doc- 
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trines which were delivered. 


. 


trines, which appear abſurd to us, | be- 
cauſe we are not competent judges of their 


utility and deſign. The principal artifice 


of deiſts, in their attack upon Chriſtiani- 
ty, is to avoid a fair trial of the evidences 
which they produced who were faid to be 
inſpired, and boldly to condemn the doce 


* 


Alrho? uo objections againſt particular 


rts of revelation can affect the evidences 


of the fact, if they be ſuſſiciently clear; 
yet I ſhall notice the two principal ones, 


which are urged by the age er for inſi· 


delity v. | 
The firſt in order is the Jdoarine of our 


fall in Adam. We cannot knowhow man 
was made, or the particular ſituation of 
the fuſt pair, without a revelation. Moſes, 
who produced evidences of inſpiration, 
relates the creation and original Gate of 
our firſt parents. Deiſts, in place of ex- 
amining theſe evidences, deny the truth 

the narration, becaulc it does not pleaſe 
them. If they could prove that his ac- 


count of the creation and fall of man is 


falſe, by produeing a different one, at- 


teſted by better authority, then this would 


invalidate his claim to inſpiration: for no 
man endued with inſpiration can be guilty 


ef relating « falſchood. In this 42 


' Deilts 


— 


Deiſts never pretended to contradict Mos 
ſes. All that they can do is to expreſs 


their diſapprobation of God's treatment 


of Adam, as related by Moſes. Can their 


diſapprobation of this ſubject be any argu- 


ment againſt his inſpiration? Reaſon, not 


to mention reyelation, ſuggeſts, © God's 


« ways are not as our ways, neither are 
“ his thoughts as our thoughts.” How 


unbecoming the condition of a creature 


is it then, for men poſitively to determine 


what is fit and what is unfit for God to 


do? This 1s not the only abſurdity of the 
Deiſts objection againſt the all. An art- 
ful miſrepreſentation of the ſubject, ſo as 
to place it in a ridiculous light, is the 


foundation on Which the objection reſts. 


The account of the fall, as related by 
Moſes, is ſimple and rational. 


When man was created, God conde- 


ſcended to inſtruct his unexperienced 
mind. Adam was informed, that if he 
and his poſterity were obedient to the law 
of their Maker, they would be happy in 
this world, and alſo in the world to come. 
Our firſt parents were then put under a 
ſlate of trial. God gave them a plain and 
eaſy precept, as a preparation for the ſyf« 
tem of grace. The precept was wiſely 
adapted to the infant ſtate of human na- 

| ture. 
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„ Man, do not forfeit all er of hea- 


* al pleaſure l“ 


1 


and dominion over all his creatures, by 


= 
ture. Their early tranſgreſſion of that 
law was a humbling leflon to them and 
their poſterity, of our weakneſs, and the 
neceſſity of that diſpenſation under which 


man has ever ſince remained. 
On the rock where Adam ſtruck is e- 


reed a beacon with this inſcription ; 


« yen, like Adam, for a morſel of ſenſu. 


In examining the charge which Moſes 
delivered to the Jews concerning the ex- 
tirpation of the Canaanites, againſt which 
much has been ſaid, we ought to diſtin- 
guiſh a particular command adapted to a 
fingular caſe, from a general rule of con- 


ac a-micl of the filth end abodtonnd 
Abraham, God diſplayed his ſovereignty 


commanding him to offer up his ſon Iſaac 
upon the altar. This is very different 
from a general lau requiring every parent 
to aerifice his firſt- boru unto the Lord: 
the one is conſiſtent with the perfections, 
the other contrary to the nature, of God. 
ſhe extirpation of the Canaanites was 

a particular command, in order to accom- 
liſn a great and important purpoſe: it 
— the ſame thing, in God's OI 


69 

-wich-the fomence of dect upon a crimi- 
nal, in civil ſocicty. When God ſees it 
neceſſary to puniſh a family or nation with 
death, he knows beſt how to execute the 
criminals. If the ſentence come from 
bim we are ſure it is juſt; and it alters 
not its nature whether the executioner be 
an carthquake, a deluge, the famine, the 
peſtilence, or the ſword. If the Deiſts 
call in queſtion the juſtice of this ſentence 
againſt the Canaanires, they may with o- 
qual propriety arraign the divine govern- 
ment for the deſtruction of human beings 
by earthquakes, ftorms, diſeaſes, acci- 
_ dents, and other cauſes of death in all a- 


ges. In zheſe caſes the ſentence is uſually 


executed without any intimation of it to 
the ſufferer : but in 2% affair, it was pu- 
| blicly - intimated to the criminals, long 
before it was executed, that they might 
have time to repent. Before the Canaan- 
ites were puniſhed, their abominations 
and vices were ſo great, that the land is 
faid to ſpue them out. | 
As no creature can object axninſt. this 
ſentence, without oppoſing God's un- 
doubted prerogative ; ; 15 neither can his 
choice of an executioner be diſputed, wi- 
thout the 3 e and e 
| tion. | 
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ſentence of death upon the firſt- born of 


ther mean of deſtruction but the ſword in 
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racles performed in Egypt and the wilder- 


G 


God emplcyed an angel to execute 2 


man and beaſt in Egypt; and he charged 


the Jews with the execution of his juſt Y 
judgments upon the nations in Canaan : bf 
as they were all equally guiity,-no partt- 0 
cular family or nation was exeemed. Had or 
Inviſible agents been employed, as in the 1 
caſe of the firſt-born in Egypt; or any o- 10 


f So in 
the hand of the Iſraelites, no objection re, 
could have been made. Can it there fore 

| Pe on 7 to 
alter the propriety of the ſentence that 
God exccuted thoſe criminals by means of | 
: ? T4 © 8 . . 4 5 we 
the Jews? This diſpenſation ot provi- . 
VIC 
dence was one of the moft awful moral ¶ cor 
leſſons that had been given to the nations WW - 
ſince the univerſal deluge. When the I- WF. 
raelites came into the land cf Canaan, to WW the 
extirpare thoſe depraved nations, they ex- Mie 
hibited ſufficient evidences that the Lord 1 


of the univerſe had ſent them. The mi- ably 


neſs, the paſſage of the twelve tribes 
through the river Jordan, and the mira- N wh 
culous overthrow of Jerico, were a ful- 


culous ov: + : exp. 
ficiem teſtimony that God was with them. * 
Tho! the greater part of the Canaanites W 1 


oppoſed the Jews, und combined to de- | diſp 
ftroy thoſe executioners whom God ſent 220 
| to 
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to extirpate chem; yet others fled, as we 
learn from ancient hiltory, and carried 
with them, into other nations, an awful 
warning of heaven's Vengeance againſt 
vice. 

When judgments are executed by means 
of earthquakes, diſeaſes, and other natu- 

al cauſes, mankind, eſpecially when great- 
ly depraved, ſeldom view the hand of God 
in their ſufferings; but in this caſe it was 
rendered viſible by the commiſſion given 
to the Iſraelites. 

A few of the young Canaanites, who 


| were not of age to be debauched with rhe 


vices of their fathers, were ſaved and in- 
corporated with the Jews; that their po» 
ſterity might remain, to keep up the re- 
membrance of the judgments inflicted on 
their fathers, as an awful warning to the 
wicked in all ages. 
This ſingular diſpenſation was remark- 
ably calculated to check the progreſs of 
vice in other nations, and to prevent the 
Jews from committinj; thoſe crimes for 
which, with their own hands, and by an 
expreſs commiſſion from God, they had 

cxtirpated the Canaanites. 
Upon the whole, we may ſay of tl:is 
diſpenſation (which is the chief thing a- 
puult which pleuſible objections are offer- 
G2 = 00) 
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em) 


ed) what Paul ſaid of the rej :<Qjon of the ! 
Jews themſelves; “ Behold bre the . 
« goodneſs and ſeverity of God: on them T 
« which fell ſeverity; but towards thee t 
« goodneſs, if thou continue in his good- C 
© neſs; ctherwiſe thou alſo ſhall be cut r 
« off,” | - 0 
SECT. VI. The evidences of Inſpiration, as i 

founded cn Miracles and Prophecies, re- nf 

ſumed. Ke C 

IN the fries ſection it was obſerved, 1 
that miracles and prophecies are the moſt t 
ſatisfactory evidences of inſpiration. 2 


By a miracle is meant an operation 
which no creature can perform with the | 
means by which it is produced. We are 


far from being acquainted with the full th 
extent of the laws of nature. Some of $i 
them may artfully be employed to produce : 
effects altogether unaccountable to every T1 
perſon, except the agent; but ſuch opera- * 
tions are not miraculous: the ſame means 2 
; employed by any other perſon, in the fame yy 


manner, would produce the very ſame cf- 
fect. "is 

In real miracles God renders the exer- 1 
tion of his infinite power viſible: of theſe 


we have no other inſtances ſuſhciently at- 
tclted, 


ce 
d- 
2ut 


tank: 


eſted, but thoſe recorded in the ſcrip- 
tures. Real miracles reſemble ſound 


_ reaſoning; the more they are examined, 
the more they are ſatisfactory: they are 


of ſuch a nature as to remove, from our 
mind, all ſuſpicion of even the poſſibility 
of impoſition or fraud. 


Falſe miracles, like falſe reaſoning, im- 


poſe only on the ignorant; but will not 


bear a ſtrict inveſtigation. The more that 


any man is acquainted with the works of 
God, the more he will be convinced, that 
it is abſolutely impoſſible for any man, by 
the ſame means, to perform the operati- 
ons which are taid to have been wrought 
by Moſes and Jeſus Chriſt, 

Moſes went forward in the preſence of 
the Iſraelites, and with his rod divided 


the waters of the red Sea, ſo as to Make 


a paſſage for the people. 

Every rational creature muſt be con- 
vinced that no man could do this, by the 
means which Moſes employed. This was 
not performed by any unknown power in 
naturez for Moſes employed no other 1n- 
ſtrument but the branch of an almond- 
tree. As the operation could not be per- 


formed by the means which Moſes em- 
ployed, and was contrary to the known 
laws of nature, an inviſible power muſt 
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| ed) ha Paul hald of the ts ur the 


Jews themſelves; © Behold therefore the 
„ goodneſs and ſeverity of God: on them 
« which fell ſeverity; but towards thee 
% goodneſs, if thou continue in his good- 
“ neſs; otherwiſe thou alſo thall Ie cut 
cc oe. ” 
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Ser, v I. The e 7 1 as 
founded on M iracles and — re. 


ſumed... 5 


IN the former ſection it was bre, 
that miracles and prophecies are the moſt 
ſatisfactory evidences of inſpiration. _ 


By a miracle is meant an operation 


which no creature can perform with the 
means by which it is produced. We are 
far from being acquainted with the full 
extent of the laws of nature. Some of 
them may artfully be employed to produce 
effects altogether unaccountable to every 
- Perſon, except the agent; but ſuch opera- 
tions are not miraculous : the ſame means 
employed by any other perſon, in the ſame 
55 would produce the very ſame cf- 
Te 
In real miracles God ener the exer- 
tion of his infinite power viſible: of theſe 


we have no other inſtances ſufficiently at- 
teſted, 


rinced 
means 
not pe 
nature 
ſtrume 
tree. 

formec 
ployed, 
by ol 


ak 


teſted, but thoſe ok in the 1 ; 
tures. Real miracles - reſemble - ſound. . 
reaſoning 3 the more they are examined, 
the more. they are ſatisfactory: they are 
of ſuch a nature as to remove, from our 
mind, all ſuſpicion of even the Py: 


of impoſition or fraud. 


Falſe miracles, like falſe reaſoning, i im- 
poſe only on the ignorant; but will not 
bear a ſtrict inveſtigation. The more that 
any man is acquainted with the works pf 
God, the more he will be convinced, that 


it is abſolutely impoſſible for any man, by 


the ſame means, to perform the operati- 
ons which are ſaid to have been wrought 


by Moſes and Jeſus Chriſt. 


Moſes went forward in the preſence „ 


the Iſraelites, and with his rod divided 


the waters of the red Sea, ſo as to make 


a paſſage for the people. 


Every rational creature muſt. be con- 
vinced that no man could do this, by the | 
means which Moſes employed. 'This x was 0, 
not performed by any unknown power in 


nature; for Moſes employed no other in- 
ſtrument but the branch of an almond- 
tree. As the operation could not be per- 


formed by the means which Moſes em- 


ployed, and was contrary to the known 
laws of nature, an inviſible power muſt 
„„ Cy. have 
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have divided the waters. When Moſes 
employed the ſame inſtrument, in the 
ſame manner, on the river Nile, the wa- 
ters were turned into blood; when he 


ſmote the duſt of the earth with this rod, 


the duſt was inſtantly transformed into 


living vermin. Theſe very different ope- 
rations produced by the eaſy motion of a 
rod in the hand of Moſes, muſt have been 
effected by ſome invifible power. duch 


too is the nature of the miracles ſaid to 


have been performed by Jeſus Chriſt, 


They exclude all ſulpicton of fraud, were 


open, fair, and unqueſtionably beyond 


the power of any human e to perform 


5 by the ſame means. 


In arguing concerning theſe operations; 


as a proof of inſpiration, we muſt have 
recourſe to firſt principles which are grant- 


ed by both parties, and on which all our 


reaſoning mult ultimately reſt; as 
1. There is a God poſſeſſed of every 

_ poſſible perfection. 

2. This God made and > gies the u- 


niverſe. 


3. Viſible operations, ſach as J have 
mentioned, which we are ceftain could 
not be performed by the means which the 
agent employed, -muſt be the effect of 
tome inviſible powW-er. 
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„ Theſe miraculous operations. muſt | 
nimately be afcribed to the infinite pow- 
rof God; either immediately exerted, _ 


or by the inſtrumentality of forme inviſible 
gent ating under him. 


tural operation to deceive and miſlead man- 


oſtor, 


date operation: if therefore this power be 


nited in the exerciſe cf it for the ſole pur 
poſe of eſtabliſhing truth. 


to the gt of Prophecy. If uny man fore 


tell a number of future events which we 


ung under . 
The men on whom the gift of por ber 


1s conferred, muſt be limited in the excr- 
ciſe of it, ſo as to be infallibly kept from | 
mploying It as a mean to deceive man- 


kind. 


5. God never performed any ſuperna- | 
kind, or to ſupport the character of an in- : 


6. Neither has he given to any crea- 
ture a power of working miracles on earth _ 
for the purpoſe of deceiving mankind; for 
that would virtually be the ſame thing, as 
if he were to deceive us by his own imme 


conferred on any creature, he will be li- 
Theſe principles are equally applizubla | 


are certain no human penetration could 
joreſee, then that man muſt have received 
information of futurity, either immediate- 
from God, or ſome invifible agenit ac- 


kind. As this ſupernatural gift is an un- 


doubted evidence that he who poſſeſſes it 


has God's authority to deliver a particular 


meſſage unto the world; if that perſon 
were permitted to employ this authority 
to deceive mankind, it would virtually be 
the ſame thing as if we were deceived by 
a voice from heaven. We may therefore 
conclude, with certainty, that neither the 


gift of prophecy nor the power of working 


miracles was ever employed for any other 
purpoſe but that of eſtabliſhing the truth. 


Tho' mankind do not develop the princi- 
pies on which the conviction is founded, 
yet it has been general, that the perſon 
who poſſeſſes the power of working mira- 
cles and the gift of prophecy, has God's 
authority to teach in his name. When 
Moſes ſmote the river, and the waters 
were transformed into blood, or caſt down 
his rod and it became a ſerpent, theſe eſ- 
fects were evidently produced by the pow- 
er of God. The outward act of Moſes 
Was merely a fign to connect the miracles 
Vith the end for which they were wrought; 
and this end was to prove that God ſent 
Moſes to deliver a meſſage in his name to 
Pharaoh. „ 
Ih!hbe miracles recorded in the ſcriptures 
which Jeſus is ſaid to have performed 3 
h Cas” 0 
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Cape); 


fo various, fo frequently wrought, and 


were never attempted without immediate 


ſucceſs, that all rational creatures muſt 
afcnt to the opinion of Nicodemus who _ 
witneſſed them; We know thou art a 


« teacher come from God; for no man 


«can do'the miracles which thou doeſt 


except God be with him.“ 


Our Saviour appealed to the common 


ſenſe of mankind when he ſaid to the Jews; 


« The works that I do bear witneſs of 
« me, that the Father ſent me. If Ido 
« not the works of my Father (or ſuch 
« works as none but vod can perform) i 


«© heheve me not.” 


The predictions recorded | in the ſcrip- 
tures are ſo numerous, the events foretold 


ſo extraordinary and unexpected, that a 


ſeries of operations is not a more ſatisfac- 


tory proof of the agent's life than theſe 
prediet 


Jefus Chriſt appeal. © Now I tell you 


before it come to paſs, ſaid our Lord to 
«* his diſciples, that when it is come to 


« paſs ye may believe that I am he.” 


When two hundred and fifty 1 
famous in the congregation of Ifrael, ga- 


inered themſclyes Fogether againſt * 
| 8 


| : 


ions are of the prophet's inſpira- 
tion. To theſe infallible evidences of in- 
ſpiration did both Moſes and our a 


© a 


be aſ-nbled the many thouſands who 
were in danger of being infected with the 
ſpirit of ſedition, and ſaid unto them; 
« Herebyye ſhall know that the Lord hath 
“ ſent me: if-theſe men die the common 
„death of all men, then the Lord hath 
“ not ſent me: but if the Lord make a 
« new thing, and the earth open. her 
« mouth and ſwallow them up, with all 
6 that appertain unto them, then ye ſhall 
& underſtand that theſe men have provo- 
* ked God,” by oppoling his authority i in 
me. 


could not be propoſed. The prediction 


was exactly fulfilled, and vindicated the 


8 ured character of Moſes. 


81 _ VII. Former obſervations exampli- 
fied from Dr Francis Letters to B ob 
Watſon. 


r e 1 were . 
for the preſs before I ſaw the Letters of 
Dr Francis to Biſhop Watſon. I did not 
quote examples in confirmation of the 
general remarks which have been made; 
not only becauſe the ſame obſcroations 
have been illuſtrated by other. authors, but 
alſo becouſs the paſſiges on which they 
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are Gunded are e palpable and numerous, 
in all the publications againſt revelation 
with which I am acquainted. 

Dr Francis comes forth againſt revela- 
tion with every poſſible advantage. He 
has no ſmall ſhare of erwdition, and poſ- 
ſeſſes conſiderable abilities: he had an 
opportunity of profiting by the labours of 
thoſe who went be fore him in the ſame 
argument, and by the anſwers of Chriſti- 
an authors. 

Theſe . induce me to ſhow 
that even in this late publication there are 
{ill the ſame groſs abuſe of Chriſtian mi- 
niſters, the ſame palpable miſrepreſenta - 
tion of revelation, the ſame falſe reaſon- 
ing_and departure from the controverted 
queſtion, as in the writings of the former 
propagators of infidelity. 

la pages 4, and 5, Dr Francis begins 
with lamenting that Biſhop Watſon has 
not laid aſide the clerical paſhon for the 
extermination of the heterodox, Ke. 
that author goes cn to mention his diſlike 
of thoſe clergy who perſecute and deceiue 
the multitude, and the dogmatical dictates 
of bigotred prieſts; and then tells the 
Biſbop, © Sir, your predeceſſors of all 
** beliefs have ever perſecuted philoſo- 


© phers and e into truth both in 


6 ſciences 


bg 


* 


OS: 3 ind; in lon . in th 
„ Bible they found authorities for their 
* jnveterate oppolition to the progreſs 
truth and knowledge.” —And in page 6 
c By the Bible they live, and it is not un 
«© common to. hear the parſon deride in 
« private what he preaches from the pul 
| 66 it. 33 
This is only a ſmall ſpecimen of that 

invective- which abounds. through the 
| whole publication. As to reaſoning the 
author intimates that this is referved for 
a future publication, page 2. It is far fro 
being uncandid to ſay that the preſen 
work conſiſts chiefly of railing, like othen 
that have gone before him, againſt th: 
Clergy, Moſes, the Jews; e and 
the God of Iſrael. 
Of Moſes it is Ga, page 39. % Whit 
& that monſter who ordered thouſands o 
e his credulous followers to be murder 
„ — becauſe Korah, Dathan and Abira 

could not ſuffer to ſee him uſurping al 
« the power, he murders them.” Pag 
40. 1 know of none ſo; barbarous as tit 
te Jews, whoſe legiſlator, was obliged u 
“ fly from Egypt for . a Perf 
60 aſſaſſin.” “ | 
I will not ſtain FEA page with Sao 

of that author s profane declamations 2 
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aloft G64 Hy religion; bur N on to 
quote ſome of thoſe groſs miſrepreſentetions ; 


in the 
their 


ME on which his accufations are founded. 
5 155 3 . it conſiſtent with a dei- 
ride “ty to punith this pair and all their <a 


5 « geny for their attempt to Enow good 
© OY „ oil? We here find that the pliclls 
OE Ut have made God expreſly after their own 
"by mage. Pape 76 O ſuperſtition |— 
no “ chat perſuades br Chriſtians that water 
875 W © waſheth away fin, and that if a child 
+ fon © happens to die before his face is fprink= -- 
reſo led he mult inevitably ſuffer errang 
AW torments.” Page 112. “ Chrift orders 
a h © bis followers 70 def iſe the wes ow pas 
_ ge them,” & c. 

5 Like other publications agaluſt . 
tion, Dr Francis' Letters abound with 


* groſs miſreprefentations, of which the a- 
St od bove is a ſmall ſpecimen. h 
bir Thoſe who oppoſe revelation are eber | 


Deiſts or Atheiſts. Deiſts believe that 
there is a God poſſeſſed of every poſſible 
perfection, who made and governs the 
univerſe; but they deny revelation. - A- 
theiſts reject the (criptures, and deny the 
leing of a God. It is only with Deiſts that 
Chriſtians can have any diſpute concern- 
ing the ſcriptures; for Atheiſts, by deny- 
ng that there is a God, N the poſ- 
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bility of a revelation. The ovly diſpure 
we can have with Atheiſts reſpects the 
Being of a God, and they mull be converts 
to deiſm before we can argue with them 
about religion. Now the author ot theſe 
Letters is an avowed atheiſt; as is evident 
from page 12, 13, and other paſſages in 
his publication. It was very abſurd in Dr 
Francis to proceed any further againſt re- 
velation than the twelfth page of his book. 
But, ſays he, let me aſk your Lordſhip 
hat you couclude againſt one who, 
« like myſelf, is not a Deijt?” I will an- 
ſwer for his Lordſhip, that we cannot 
reaſon with him concerning the exiſtence 
of a revelation from God till he becomes 4 
Dei/t, and confeſſes the being of an intel- 
ligent Creator of all things. In page 15, 
the ſame ridiculous fophiltry 1s employed 
to diſprove that there is a God, which it 
has been ſhewn deiſts argue againſt reve- 
lation. Deiſts are our auxiliaries in the 
controverſy with atheiſts, While atheiſts 
concur with us in urging home upon the 
deiſts ſeveral arguments in Favour of re- 

velation. 
Dr Francis confeſſeth, page 12. The 
« remainder of your Grft Jetter contains 
« obſervations to which 1 perfectly ac- 
Be cede. Your concluſion againſt "Thomas 
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« Paine is Pete fair v &c. Page 15. 

« J acknowledge with the Doctor, that 
« many deifts admit a Being as incon- 
4 ceiveable as any religious myſtery 3 


& therefore it may ſeem ridiculous ia 


« them to ſtop their credulity,” &c. 

Dr Francis lays it down as a funda- 
mental principle, which he calls an axiom 
of philoſophers, page 23, that no human 
e teſtimony can eſtabliſh the credibility 
« of miracles.” 
lf men were certain that there is no 
God, 'no fuperior power to control the 
ordinary courſe of nature, then this axiom 
might be admitted; but to thofe who be» 
heve in God, miracles are undoubtedly the 
ſubject of human teſtimony, becauſe they 
are poſſible facts. The diſpute concern- 
ing them, as a ſubject of human teſtimo- 
ny refers to a matter of fact, which 
Every man 
muſt judge for himſelf, whether the con- 
curring teſtimony of many, who have no 
temptation to deceive, who were in a fi- 
tuation that from the nature of the fact 
they witneſſed, it was impoſſible to im- 
poſe upon them, would not perfectly ſa- 
tisfy his mind of the truth of their teſti- 
aneh tho' they narrate a miraculous e- 
ven Hitkerto mankind in all ages have 

FE, D 2 admitted 


* 


Car 


adcaitted the credibillay of . 
facts on human teſtimony. No wonder 
tho' Atheiſts are anxious to prevent the 


belief of miracles; for if it can be proved 


that there ever was a miracle in the uni- 
verſc, their ſyſtem is eternally ruined. A 
miracle is an unanſwerable proof of the 
exiſtence and agency of an inviſible Being 
ſuperior to the powers of e on to 
all created exiſtences. 
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THE DIVINE COMMISSION oF Moss. 


CHAP. 3 


dutbentict dt purity of the Pentateuch. | 


i UTHORS, who decide not only 
without any proof, but in oppoſi- 
tion to ſtrong evidence, deny that Moſes 


is the author of the Pentateuch. Mr 


Francis in his Letters to the biſhop of Lan- 
daff affirms, that “ the beſt informed old 
„ fathers of the church believed that the 
% Jewiſh books had been abſolutely loſt 
« during the captivity, and that Eſdras 
© had written them from inſpiration.” 


Sg of the ancient fathers mention this o- 


pinion, but they had no other foundation 


for that notion than an abſurd ſtory in the 
fecond apocryphal book of Eſdras, which 
is ſo very ridiculous that the credulous 
Romaniſts rejected it from their canon. 


Even this ſtory ſuppoſes the books, after 
the captivity, to be the ſame with thoſe 
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following remarks are deemed a ſufficient Ii of ti 
anſwer, to ſuch objrctions againſt the au. i The! 
thenticity of the Pentateuch, as deſerve reve] 
any notice.” Hed a 
_ iſt, The ſcriptures repreſent a revela- pro 
tion from God as gradually communicat- laſt e 
ed to mankind; and the writings of Mo- T 
ſes ſuppoſe that other prophets would ſuc- MW Sc: 
ceed him in the Jewiſh church. Tho' no 7 
prophet altered the writings of his prede- re 
ceflors, yet he ſometimes added to them 
ſuch well known facts as were uſeful in 
rendering the hiſtorical part more com- 
| plete; or wrote on the margin explanato- 
ry notes, which afterwards were engrol- 
ſed into the book; of theſe there are ſe- 
veral inſtances in the Pentateuch. 
2d. Ezra, who was well acquainted 
with the ſacred writings of his country-| 
men, collected and arranged them into 
one volume; he alſo corrected the errors 
whieh had crept into ſome of the parts 
through the careleflneſs or ignorance of 
_ tranſcribers, and added to the parts of 
this corrected edition whatever facts or 
notes were thought neceſſary for uluſtrat- 
ing and perfecting the whole book. It 11 
alfo affirmed, upon good authority, that 
Ezra changed the obſolete names of ſome}  .. 
Places, and wrote out a corrected cop 4 
| £2 5 2-:.+, 008: wn: 
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of 150 e in the Chaldee 3 
Theſe alterations. elucidate the ſubject of 


revelation, without injuring any of the o- 


riginal parts; they were thought to be ap- 


proved alſo by the prophet Malachi, the 
laſt e on record in the Jewiſh chureit 


Scr. I. The „ account of the origin and 


- eftabli nem of RY / m i in the Penta- | 


| euch. | 


THE nd advotaicy for :nfdelity 


9 that the moſt ancient writers men- 


tion the ſlavery of the Jews in Egypt, and 


their expulſion out of that country, and 


that one 25 e led them out into the wil- 
derneſs, and gave them a religion. Dio- 


dorus Siculus ſays, that the God of Moſes 
was Jau, or Jahouh, which Dr Francis 
ule: <«<;s the true pronunciation of Jeho- 

% vah;“ fee his Letters to Biſhop Wat- 
fon, page 25. 
Strabo in his Geography informs us 
„ that Moſes, who was an Egyptian prieſt, 
taught his followers to worthip the God 
© Jahouh, without repreſenting him by 
„ emblems.“ | 
"63 is. ne certain char Moſes record- 


That author adds, that 


ed 


18 See Prideaux, Calmet's ban and | Dider a 
den on Ezra, &c. 
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ed in a book, which he committed to the 
care and peruſal of the Jews, an account 


of their religion and civil policy. Theſe 
are facts eſtabliſhed by the unanimous teſ- 


timony of the Jews in all ages, and by 


the declaration of heathen hiſtorians. We 
have not better evidences that Mahomet 
1s the founder of Mahometaniſm, and that 
he delivered to his followers in writing the 
doctrines and laws of his religion; than 
that Moſes is the founder of Judaiſm, and 
delivered to his followers, in writing, the 
inſtitutions of the Moſaic ſyſtem. _ 
The Jews are a ſingular people, and 


their religion is very remarkable. Hea- 


tens charged them with credulity and bi- 
gotry from the earlieſt period of their hiſ- 
tory, on account of that obſtinacy with 
which they adhered to all the inſtitutions 


of their religion as delivered to them by 


Moſes. Tho' for many ages they have 


been ſcattered among others nations, yet 
they have neither incorporated with them, 
nor adopted their principles. Whether 

they dwell among the Mahometans, the 


Pagans, the Papiſts, or the Proteſtants, 
in Aſia, Africa, America, or Europe; 
they all profeſs the ſame religion, obſerve 


the ſame rites, and revere the /ame ſacred 
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© the When abs their fathers firſt 3 this 
2 575 ſingular religion ? how were they perſuad- 
Theſe ed to ſubmit to it? by What means was a. 
religion, very different from that which 
ad by Was protefied by other nations, ſo deeplyx 


We ctablithed in the hearts of the people as 
5 to be preſerved by their poſteriy to this. 


rery day? 

g the W The only ſatislactory folution of theſe 
queſtions which can be given is found in- 
he five books of Moſes; and theſe books 
o perfectly agree with the inſtirutions of 
udaiſin, and the civil policy of the Iſo 
nelites, that they contain ſelf-evident marks: 


Hea- pf being the very writings which the OS 


d br ſounder of that religion committed to his 


I Fork followers for the e of its e Sr 
tions Fe 3 . 
m by bor. I. The authenticity of NP Fete 
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? yl JOSEPHUS, in his book againſt Ape: : 
hem, 


ether 
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ants, 
rope; 
ſerve 
ſacred 


Vhen 


eyed the firſt five books in their ſcrip-.. 
tures to belong to Mefer, and to be of | 
wine authority. 
We are certain that, when the 2 5 
f the New. Teftament wrote, it was the 
3 of the Jews that Moles is the au- 
hor of the Fentateuch. This was the 


belief 


pion, teitifics that the Jews always be- 


. 


belief of the Jews during this captivity 
in Babylon, and in the days of their kings 
and judges z' and no period can be ſhe wu, 
from the days of Moſes to the preſent 
hour, in which this was not their opinion, 
This fact, that Moſes is the author of the 
Pentateuch, does not reſt on oral trad: 
tion. The public records of the Ifraclites 
trace their religion and form of govern 
ment to Mofcs as their founder, and the 
Pentateuch to him as its author. In that 
book their legiſlator recorded the inſtitu 
tions of Judaiſm, and the form and laws 
of their commonwealth z now the record 
and other writings of that people uniform 
ly refer to the Pentateuch, which is cal 
Jed the Law, or Book of Mofes. . Both 
Daniel and Ezra mention what is written 
in the Law of Moſes the man of God 
King David charged Solomon to keep the 
ſtatutes, and the commandments, and the 
judgments, and the teſtimonies, as the 
are written in the Law of Ag ger. Jothua 
built an altar unto the Lord, as it is writ 
ten in the Book of the Law of Moſes; an 
all who have any acquaintance th the 
Jewiſh writings know, that the Law, o 
Book of the Law of Moſes, MEANS the 
Pentateuch. 
It is certain that the Jews kept. publi 
record 
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ſerm of government, rendered this abſo- 
tribes and families, with their ſeveral pri- 


e he of their prieſts, which beho- 


yed to 


tion of the forfeited inheritances to the le- 
gal heirs of the original pofſeffors, in the 


inſtituſ hear of jubilee, rendered it abſolutely ne- 
d lawy eſfary to keep, with the utmoſt care, the 
recordqteſt authenticated records that ever were 
uform preſerved by any nation. Every Jew 
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is wrilthey uniformly conſulted in the affairs of 
s; andfiPhoth church and ftate, and the parts cf 
ith thetheir records which have been ſelected as 


aw, : the moſt effential, and therefore engrot- 
ans the 


duld trace up his anceſtors to thoſe who 
were preſent with Moſes when the Law 


families, did Matthew and Luke extract 
their genealogies. Now all thefe records 
were ultimately connected with the ori- 


publi 
records 


cords of great importance to ) all the na- 
tion. The nature of their religion, and 


btely neceflary. The diſtinction of their 
nleges, as ftated in the Pentateuch, the, 


e examined when they were ad- 
Imitted into the facred office, the reſtora- 


was delivered from Sinai; and from theſe 
public records, traced through different 


ginal writings of their Legiſlator. Theſe 


ſed into their ſacred writings, eſtabliſh in 

the fulleſt manner the authenticity of the 

Tentateuch. The univerſal conſent of all 
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antiquity alſo agrees with theſe records. 
We have not fo full and authentic evi. 
_ ence that Mahomet is the author of th 
Alcoran, Virgil of the Eneid, or Homer 
of the Thad, as we have that Moſes is the 
author of the Pentateych. | 
In our Saviour's days neither . nor 
Gentile entertained the leaſt doubt of its 
authenticity. Long before his birth, a- 
bout two thouſand years ago, when he 
five books of Moſes, with other parts of 
the Jewiſh ſacred writings, were tranſla- 
ted into Greek, and committed to the care 
of the Gentiles, the authenticity of this 
part of the ſcriptures was univerſally ac- 
knowledged. - On this ſubject could any 
. rational man deſire fuller farisfaCtion ? 


SECT. III. The his of the Fexus a /t + 
# cient 2 againſt forgery. | 


THERE never was a ebene kept 
with more care, or tranſmitted to poſteri- 
ty with greater fidelity than the writings 
which the Jews received from Moſes. 
This Book was not like that which the 
Romans received from the Sibyls, and 
which was carefully concealed from the 
vulgar. The Pentateuch was diligently 


taught to he whole nation, it was pub- 
| | | licly 
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licly read, and carefully peruſed by all the 
people. Studying this book in private, 
and reading it in public, became an eſſen- 
tal part of Judaiſm. The Law as enjoin- 
cd by Moſes, and in a great meaſure ob- 
ſerved by the Jews to this day, is very re- 
narkable z .** "Theſe words which I com- 
© mand thee this day ſhall be in thine 
„ heart. | 
« ligently to thy children, and ſhalt talk 
« of them when thou fitteſl in thine 
© houſe, and when thou walkeſt by the 
© way, and when thou lieſt down, and 
 riſeſt, up, &c. Deut. vi. 6=9. © 
Such was the veneration which the _ 
Jews, in all ages, had for the writings of 
Moſes, that a ſociety was formed, whoſe _ 
principal employment was to write out 
correct copies, and preſerve their purity. | 
The ſections, the ſentences, the words, 
and the yery letters, were all numbered. 
If any error had been committed in tranſ- 
cribing a copy, it was not allowed to go 
nto-general fe. . 
Every Jew was obliged, from his infan- 
cy, to read and ſtudy the books of Moſes, 
in order to be capable of obſerving the 
many rites and inſticutions of his religion. 
Beſides the expreſs law, to teach them di- 
ligently to their children, it was alſo an 
4 „„ eſſentjal 
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antiquity alſo agrees with theſe retonds. 
We have not fo full and authentic evi- 
dence that Mahomet is the author of the 
Alcoran, Virgil of the ZEneid, or Homer 


of the [Rad, as we have that Moſes i ls the 


author of the Pentateuch. 

In our Saviour's days neither Jow nor 
Gentile entertained the-Jeaſt doubt ef its 
authenticity. Long before his birth, a- 


bout two thouſand years ago, when the 


five books of Moſes, with other parts of 


the Jewith ſacred writings, were tranſla- 
ted into Greek, and committed to the care 
of the Gentiles, the authenticity of this 


part of the ſcriptures was univerſally ac- 
knowledged. On this ſubje & could any 


rational man deſire tuller en ? 


: SECT. III. The 3 of the Fervs a fe f- 


ficient ſecurity og an nfl forgery. 


THERE never was a publication kept . 


with more care, or tranſmitted to poſteri- 
ty with greater fidelity than the writings 


which the Jews received from Moles. 
This Book was not like that which the 
Romans received from the Stbyls, and 
which was carefully concealed from the 
_ vulgar. The Pentateuch was diligently 


taught to the whole nation, it waz pub- 
licly 
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lily read, and carefully peruſed by all the 


people. Studying this book in private, 
and reading it in public, became an eſſen- 
tial part of Judaiſm. The Law as enjoin- 
cd by Moſes, and in a great meaſure ob- 
ſerved by the Jews to this day, is very re- 
markable 3 ** Theſe words which I com- 
© mand thee this day ſhall be in thine 
et heart. And thou. ſhalt teach them di- 
e ligently to thy children, and ſhalt tal 


of them when thou ſitteſt in thine 


© houſe, and when thou walkeſt by the 
& way, and when thou lieſt down, and 
i riſeſt up,” &c. Deut. vi. 6—9. 
Such was the veneration which the 
Jews, in all ages, had for the writings of 
Moſes, that a ſocicty was formed, whoſe 
principal employment was to write out 
correct copies, and preſerre their purity. 
The ſections, the ſentences, the words, 
and the very letters, were all numbered. 
If any error had been committed in tranſ- 
cribing a copy, it was not allowed to go 
into general uſe. | 


Every Jew was obliged, from his infan- 
cy, to read and ſtudy the books of Moſes, 
in order to be capable of obſerving the 
many rites and inſtitutions of his religion. 
Beſides the expreſs law, to teach them di- 


ligently to their children, it was alſo an 


eſſential 
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add to this the univerſal belief of the Jews 
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eſſential part of their worſhip to read re- 


gularly a certain portion of them in pub. 
lic. This uniform and well known prac- 


tice rendered it impoſſible to adulterate 


their ſacred books, or forge writings in 
the name of Moſes. Every Jew was per- 
ſectly acquainted from his infancy 27.5 


all the bocks which were written by Moſes; 


and if, in any period after his death, an 
attempt had been made io impoſe a ſor- 
gery in his name on the people, it mult 
have been detected whenever it appeared. 
If we ſuppoſe the whole, or any part of 
the Pentateuch to be a forgery, this would 
imply that the firſt time the forgery was 
read in public, all the people, who never 
heard it before, received it as a part of 
the writings of Moſes, which their fa- 
thers had diligently taught them from 
their infancy, and which had been regu- 
larly read in their public worſhip ever ſince 
the days of Moſes. This is too abſurd to 
be admitted by any rational creature; eſ- 
pecially if we conſider the zeal of the 
Jews, and their great diligence, to pre- 
ſerve the purity of their ſacred writings : 


that their preſent and eternal happineſs 
depended on reading and obſerving the 


| inſtitutions of Moſes in that very form in 


which 
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which they were received from his hand. 


On the third month after the Iſraelites 
paſſed through the red Sea, the Law was 


given, and a new religion eſtabliſhed a- 
mong them. This rendered it neceſſary 


to diſtribute copies among the people, as - 


a mean of inſtruction, for enabling them 
to underſtand the many Ties which they 


were obliged to obſerve. | | 

As they were forty years in the wilder- 
neſs, and had little elſe to do than learn 
and practiſe the Moſaic ſyſtem, there is 
reaſon to believe that the principal fami- 


lies of every tribe would procure copies 


which would be highly eſteemed, and 
tranſmitted from one generation to ano- 


ther, as a valuable and important truſt. 


Theſe copies were another ſecurity againſt 

any forgery for many ages after the death 

of Moſes. | . 
Different ſes early ſprung up in the 


Jewiſh church, and diſputed with keen- 


neſs about articles of religion. The Pen- 


tate uch was the common ſtandard, to which 


they all appealed: the parties therefore 
watched over one another to prevent their 
opponents from altering theſe records to 


the injury of their own cauſe. This liti- 


gation excited the contending parties to 
udy the Pentateuch, and examine an-, 
12 client 
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cient copies, in order to know if any al- 

teration had been made to the advantage 

of their antagoniſts. _ 6 
The inference from all theſe facts, that 


Moſes is the author of the Pentateuch, and 


that it has been tranſmitted to future ages 
unadulterated, appears iu controvertible. 


Sect. IV. The Jewiſh government a ſect» 
ity againſt any forgery er alteration in the 
Pentateuch. _ 


JOSEPHUS, after mentioning the 
high reſpect which the Jews always had 
ſor their ſacred books, ſays, ** which in fo 
« long a tract of time no man has ven- 
« tured to add any thing to them, or di- 


„ miniſh or alter any part; for the Jews 
from their infancy are aceuſtomed to 


& call them divine inſtitutions.“ 
I have ſhown that the Jewiſh religion 


. was fo eſſenti illy connected with the Pen- 


tateuch that it was irapollible to corrupt 
it, or forge books in the name of Moles, 
while Judaiſm exiſted in its original puri- 
ty. The remark is equally applicable to 
the civil government of that nation. 

The Pentateuch was the law of the 
land, and may be ſaid to contain the Char- 
ter by winch the people held their poſſe ſ- 
lions. 


Pentateuch, to N 


| flons. In it are recorded the terms on 


which they were permitted to poſſeſs their 
inheritances, the regulations which they 


were bound to obſerve, the laws which 


they were to obey, and the various puniſh- 


ments to be inflicted on tranſgreſſors. 


When Joſhua divided the conquered 
countries among the Jews, a copy of the 
family who received 
a lot, was of ſimiſt uſe and importance, 
to the title-deeds of eſtates in modern 
Europe; and would therefore be tranſmit- 
ted from one generation to another with 


| ſimilar care. The affairs of government 


could not be carried on, nor judgment 


given in a court of judicature without 


conſulung the writings of Moſes. 

The rule which he wrote for the king 
was applicable to every judge, and thoſe 
who obtained authority in Iſrael; “ And 
« jr ſhall be when he firteth upon the 
© throne of his kingdom, that he ſhall 
*« write for himſelf a copy of this Jaw in 


a book, out of that which is before the 


« prieſts. And it ſhall be with him, and 
« he ſhall read therein all the days of his 
« life.” 'Thus the eſſential connection of 
the civil government with the writings of 


Moſes was a perfect ſecurity, againit 
any corruption or forgery in the Penta- 
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teuch. If the zeal of the Jews for the 


religious inſtitutions of Motes, in fome 


inſtances abated, their concern for their 


temporal intereſts ſupplied the defect. 


As the keen diſputes among religious 


ſcEs preſerved the purity of the comm:n 


flandard, fo the jarring intereſts cf the 
Jews in Canaan fecured from corrup» 


tion the common charter, in which were in- 


ſerted their fevera] privilzges. The tribe 


of Levi, tho' very numerous, was main- 
tained by the tithes of their brethren. 
The laws refpeCting the extent and man- 
ner of tithing are interwoven with the in- 
ſtitutions of religion and hiſtory of its 
eſtabliſhment in the Pentateuch. The in- 
tercits of Levi were obvioully oppoſite to 
thoſe of the other tribes. The extenſion 
of tithing was good for the prieſts, bur 
ill for the people, and no doubt the fre- 
quent 1ubj=ct of diſpute. 

Tuis obliged both parties, for . own 


2dvancage, and that they might not be 
1mpoted upon, to be well acquainted with 
the laws of their country in the Penta- 


teuch, and alſo to guard againſt alterati- 
ons or forgeries which might prove detri- 
mental to their temporal intereſts, 10 
this I might add the wiſe precaution of 
Moſes to prevent any forgery in his name, 


or 
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or alteration of his writings in future ages. 
An atteſted copy was publicly depoſited in 
the ſacred ark, and the fact recorded in 
mne copics which were diltributcd among 


the people; that in future ages poſterity 


might poſſeſs a pure copy by which they 


could correct any nuſtake, About cighit 
hundred years after the death of Moles, 


when the zeat of the Jews for their religi- 
on was much abated, {everal of its initt- 
tations neglected, and the Pentateuch re- 


arded rather as the law of the land than 


a book of divine authority, the atteiled 


copy depoſited by Moſes in the ark was 
diſcovered. The peruſal of this ancient 
writing renewed in the minds of the Jews 
a ſenſe of that divine authority by. which 
their religion had been eſtabliſhed in the 
wildernels, and imme the king and the 


peopie with a dread of the judgments to 


which they were expoſed by neglecting 
the ordinances of the Lord; ſce Deut. 
XXX1, 24+ and 1 Chron, xxxiv. Upon 


the whole it is abſo:utely certain, and is 
ict denied by the Deiſts, that Moſes led 
the Jews out of Egypt into the wilderncls, 


that he eſtabliſhed a new religion and 
form of government among them, aud 
that he delivered to 'the people a written 
account of the inſtitutions of, their religi- 
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on and the laws of the kingdom. We 


have found that from the nature of that 
religion and civil government it was abſo- 
lutely impoſſible, in any future period, to 
alter che writings of Moſes, or forge books 
in his name without the knowledge and 
conſent of all the people, and that this 


would have been detrimental to both their - 


temporal and eternal concerns. 


. 


CHAP. II. 
PC ofes no impoſior. 
As Moſes uniformly aſſerted - that he 


| Had a divine commiſſion, and that he re- 
ceived in a revelation from God the inſti- 


tutions and laws which he delivered to 


the Jews, either he was inſpired, as he 
ſaid, or he was a cunning impoſtor. 

His ſituation and conduct as a leader, 
the oppoſition which he encountered, the 
laws and inſtitutions which he eſtabliſhed 


might all be urged as evidences in his fa- 
vour; but I will ſtate facts of "ou N 
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SecT. I. The W con ates a true 


hiftary of A1 ofes” life. 


48 a 77 TR who relates the tranſac- 


tious of his own life among the Egyptians 


and Hebrews, it was impoſſible for Moſes 


to impoſe upon thoſe people who receiv- 


ed and believed the Pentateuch., lu that 


book the inſtitutions of Judaiſm and form 


of government are interwoven with an 
inſtructive account of the moit remarka- 
ne events, known to all the people, which 
led to the eſtablimhment of their religion 


and civil policy. 


His own public RY Ea, as their 


legiſlator and leader, were known to all 
the Jews. 'Theſe he recorded from the 
time that the clders of Iſrael were all af- 
ſembled to receive his meſſage from God; 


as in Exod. iv. 29. till he concluded with 
blelſing the people before his death. By. 


publiſhing this hiſtory among the people 
who bcheld the things which he relates, 
and on whom he urged the well known 
truth of the facts, as a motive to believe 


and ob-y the new religion waich they had 
4 2D 


received, Moles has given N ity the 
molt inconteRtible evidences of his. vera- 


city as an hiſtorian, 


It 
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It muſt be remembered that Moſes met 
wich much oppoſition; had he therefore 
prefaced his laws with a narration of ſuch 


falſehoods as every Iſraclite could have 
detected, this would have effectually ruin- 


ed his credit and authority, his enemies 


would have triumphed over him, and Ins | 


inſtitutions would have been rejected 


ieh 
8 
To know the truth of this hiſtory 


Jews had only to open their eyes and look 
around them, or recollect what their eyes 
had ſeen and their ears heard. | 
Moſes relates miracles which they be- 
held in Egypt, and which affected man 
and beaſt over all the country; he de- 


ſcribes their journey through the red 


Sea, and the manner in which they ſaw 


the waters overwhelming Pharaoh and all 


his army. | 
The giving of the law from Sinai, and 


the awful viſible tokens of God's preſence _ 


there, as deſcribed by Moſes, muſt have 
made a deep impreſſion on the Jews. 
Moſes often mentions a miraculous cloud 
which conſtantly attended the twelve 
tribes, ard which was a pillar of fire to 
them in the night, and ſcreened them in 


the day from the ardent rays of the ſun; 


he relates too, that from this cloud God 


fre quentiy 


„% PENC, - Wnat is WEN. 


. 


f ĩ˙mm m ˙—*˙*˙ MFR. AO. a. 


C851 


| frequently ſpoke to him with an audible 
voice in the hearing of them all; he alſo 


has given an account of the manna which 
came down from the clouds every day, 
except. Sabbath, in ſuch abundance that 
they all partook of it for forty years in 
the wilderneſs. | 

Theſe and many ſuch aſtoniſhing events 
related by Moſes, were too memorable to 
be forgotten, too extraordinary and un- 
common to be aſf:rred by any man in his 
ſenſes, if they had not been undoubted 


facts, and they were too public and viſi- 
ble to admit of a falſe repreſentation. 
Thoſe who oppoſed his authority, and 


f:rutinized his conduct, poſſoſſed great 


power and influence among the people; 
to them in particular he related theſe 


facts, as a motive to ſubmiſſion and obe- 
dience. They were ſilenced, and all his 
writings received and peruſed with vene- 
ration by the people, on whom it was im- 
poſſible to impoſe, if the narration had 
been falſe. | 


The various ſubjects of which Moſes 

treats lay him open to detection if he had 
departed from truth; but no inveſtigation 
of nature and of hiſtory, either in his own 
life, or ſince his death, has diſcovered a 


falſc hood in the Pentateuch. Viſible mo- 
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numents of ſeveral miraculous facts, men- 


long aſter the deceaſe of Moſes. 


Travellers, who viſited the wilderneſs 


through which he led the Ifraelites, men- 
tion that a rock, ſanding where the wa» 
ters were ſaid to iſſue from the flinty ſtone 
to ſupply the people, has twelve holes in 
its ſides about a foot wide, which have 
the appearance of beiyg worn With wa- 
ter, but are now dry. The inſtitutions 
of Moſes were obferved by the Jews in 
Paleftine for upwards of fifteen hundred 
years, in the very manner that they are 


. deſcribed in the Pentateuch. The ſacred 


ark and tabernacle which were made by 
his direction, as deſcribed in that bock, 
long remained among the Jews, together 
with the pot .of manna and Aaron's rod 
which budded and brought forth fruit in 
one night. Theſe were v able monuments 
of the truth of ſeveral parts of theſe writ- 
ings, The well authenticated records of 
the Jews teſify that the brazen ſerpent 
which for !cme time Is a wh a landing 
miracle in the camp of Ifrae 
Terved for upwards of ſe ven hundred years; 
and the atteſted copy of the of aw ape 
which Moſes depofited in the ark, wa 


taken e out eight Sundreg years after his 
death, 


tioned in that bock, remained in exiſtence 
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death, and read to the king. Theſe facts 


are ſtrong corroborating evidences of the 
veracity of Moſes; but there are other 
fats of equal weight in confirming the 
truth of his hiſtory. Many of thoſe tra- 
ditions, which have been found in the 


moſt ancient nations in the world, evi- 


dently refer to the facts recorded in the 
book of Geneſis. Tho? the truth be fan- 
ciſully dreſſed up, in theſe traditions, yet 
the original fact may be diſcovered through 
the diſguiſe. Grotius on the truth of the 
Chriſtian religion, mentions inſtances in 


which the Egyptians, Indians, Phocnicians, 


Aſſyrians, Grecians, and other nations, 
entertained the ſame opinions, tho' ſome» 
what diſguiſed, which are recorded in the 
writings of Moſes. Doctor Francis, Vol- 
ney, and other propagators of infidelity, 
not only pack þ this fact, but alſo 
quote the opinions of ancient heathens in 
order to prove that many things in the 
Pentateuch were borrowed from the theo- 
logy of other nations. 

It is unneceſſary to refute an opinion 
which is ſo very abſurd. The univerſali- 
ty of the ſame opinions, among nations 
unacquainted with one another, and very 
diſſimilar in other things, proves that they 
were derived from the ſame common 

| F r 
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8 The writings of Moſes point ont 
that fource, and account ſo the extent of 
the ſame opinions among ſo many nations. 
From the beginning of Geneſis to the end 
of the ninth chapter, the whole contents 
muſt have been known to the ſons of 
Noah, who peopled the world. "The crea- 
tion, che original ſtate of the firſt pair, 
the fall, the ſerpent, the longevity of the 
ein, the flood, and the ark in 
which man and beaſt were preſerved, are 


events too important and memorable to be 


ſoon forgotten. 
If the book of Se be a true kiſtory; 
theſe things muſt have been known to the 
ſons of Noah, and tranſmitted to the na- 
tions which ſprung from them. Accor- 
dingly we lind that the opinions which 
were fo general among the ancient nati- 
ons, are thoſe which muſt have been 
known to that family, ſrom which they all 
| deſcended. This is a ſtriking evidence of 
Moſes” veracity; his hiſtory accounts for 
this univerſality of the ſame opinions, 
while the nations, who preſerved them, 
thereby give their teſtimony to the truth 
of the Pentateuch. The intercourfe which 
took place between the Jews and other 
Ati, individuals who were carried cap- 
BYe in wer, the difpertion of the ten 
MO | m:bcs, 
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tribes, the captivity of the hols nation, 
and the tranſlation of their ſacred hooks 
into Greck, are ſome of the means which 
communicated the | knowledge of Judaiſm 
to the Gentiles. - Zoroaſter evidently ex- 
tracted ſeveral of his opinions from the 
Jewiſh writings, and propagated them 
ſucceſsfully among the Perſians; yet De- 
iits ſeruple not to aſfirm that the Jew: a- 
l his prin ye 


Ss er. I. The miracles. ales prediction of 
Mzfes eftablijh his divine commiſſion. 


D IN a former ſection it was ſhewn that 
miracles and prophecies are the moſt ſa- 
tisfatory evidences of a divine commiſſi- 
on: very extraordinary evidences of this 
nature were produced by Moſes both to 
the Egyptians and the Jews. When he 
went unto Pharaoh, to demand the liber- 
ation of the Iſraelites, he poſſeſſed no au- 
thority, no power, no human means for 
enforcing his de mand. 

Theſe. ſlaves were very profitable to the 
Egyptians, and it was not to be expected 
that they would eaſily be ON to {et 
them free. [he only mean, by which 
Moſes could rationally expect ſucceſs, was 


the Ee and authority of God, He un- 
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dertook this very difficult a with 


great reluctance, and did not conſent till 


he received repeated inſtances of that in- 


finite Power, on which alone the accom- 
pliſhment of his miſſion depended. 
When he ſtood before Pharach, the 


meilage which he delivered was, Thus 


„ ſaith the Lord God of Iiracl, Let my 
The king very na- 


„people go, &c. 
turally afked for the evidences of his com- 
miſſion from God. They were produced 
and tried Dy the moſt learned and enligh- 
tened people in the world; and — 
of ſuch predictions and miracles as clear- 


ly proved the communication of Moſes 
With the Cd of Nature. 


I ſhall mention a fc w of the many which 


Moſes produced. When he ſpoke 
Pharaoh in the name of God, the ting 
dilmilled him with this reply, Who is 
« the Lord that I ſhould obey his voice? 
& I k:ow not the Lord.” Moſes is ſent 
back with this reply, “ Thus faith the 
* Lord, In this thou ſhalt know that I 
* am the Lord, the waters of the river 
„ ſhall be turned into blood;“ and as a 
proof that the transformation is real, and 
not merely in appearence, “the ſiſh in 
« the river thall all die, the waters be- 
« come fetid and altogether unkit for uſe.” 
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As nothing like this was ever ſeen before, 


no man would have deviſed ſuch a predic» 
tion, and fcriouſly pledged his credit and 


character on its accompliſhment, if it 


had not been revealed to him by God. 


We are certain that God would not re- 


veal theſe ſecrets to an impoſtor, to enable 
him to deceive mankind. Now this ex- 
traordinary event came to pals in the very 
time and manner which Moſes foretold.. 


To render this ſign a clear proof of the 


Prophet's commiſſion, it was produced by 


his inſtrumentality; for when Moſes 


ſtretched out his hand upon the waters, 


and touched them with his rod, they tere 


inſtantly turned into blozd. The fiſh in the 
river died, the waters ſtank, and the peo- 
ple could not drink them. Many would 
then remember that they had ſtained thoſe 
waters with the blood of the Hebrew in- 


fants, and now they could obtain nothing 


but blood to drink. =p 

That the whole nation might ſuffici- 
ently experience the accompliſhment of 
the prophecy, and the reality of the mi- 
racle, the river continued in that ſtate ſe- 
ven days; and the people were greatly 
diſtreſſed, for they could obtain no water 
to drink. The Jews experienced this aw- 


ful judgment, for as yet God had not put 


wy = » 
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a diviſon between them and the Egypti- 
ans. Moſes had foretold that Pharoah 
would not permit them to leave Egypt till 
God inflicted on him awful judgments; 
they therefore beheid theſe marvellous e- 
veiits with deep attention, as a proof that 
God had ſcut him. Lo thele judgments 
which they thus witneſſed and experien- 
ced Moſes had frequent occaſion to ap- 


peal, as a mean of ſilencing thoſe who 


murmured againſt him. The other judg- 
ments which Moſes predicted, and the 
miracles which he performed, like this on 
the waters, were of ſuch a nature as to 
prec:uce the poſſibility of impoſition or 
deccit. 

Ihe ſame remark is applicable to the 
miracies which were wrought in the pre- 
ſence of the Iſraclites aſter they left the 
land of Egypt. The luminous cloud 
which accompanied them by night and 
day, for torty years, and the bread from 
heaven on which they lived all the time 
they were in the wilderneſs, were ſuch 
clear, long continued and public tokens 
that God was with Moſes, and approved 
of the Jews while they ſubmitted to him 
as the Lord's ſetvant, that it is unneceſe 
ſary to add other evidences, tho many 
ws be produced, 
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Seer. Il. The 1 e f Moſes con- 


firmed by the miracles which the M. ag i- 
cians performed. 


AS I have never ſeen a ſatisfactory ex- 
planation of the miracles performed by 
the Magicians in Egypt, I will ſtate a few 
obſervations which lead to the right un- 
derſtanding of this ſubject. 


1. Moſes recorded theſe tranſactions, | 


between him and the magicians, for the 
uſe. of the Jews who were perfectly ace 
quainted with every eircumſtance; his 
narration is therefore very conciſe and ob- 
ſcure to us: many circumſtances are o- 


zitted, as unneceilary to be mentioned to 


them, which would have been uſeful. to 
poſterity. | 
2. In Exod. vii. 8—12, the followihp 


_ circumſtances are ſuggeſted. Moſes was 


not to perform any miracle till Pharaoh 


required it as a ſign that God had ſent 


him; © When Pharaoh ſhall ſpeak unto 


« you ſaying, Shew a miracle for you: 


&* then thou ſhalt ſay unto Aaron, take thy 
& rod,” &c. The ſign being aſked, Mo- 


ſes declared what he would do, and“ then 
« Pharaoh called the wife men and the 


* ſorcerers,” for the expreſs purpoſe of 
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ex:mining the miracle which Moſes was 


about to perform. The men for whom 
Pharaoh fent were the moſt learned in 
Egypt, and conſequently the fitteſt to in- 
veſtigate the miracles which Mofes per- 
formed. They are in a great miſtake who 


think that the magicians, in order to diſ- 


credit the miracle pertormed by Moſes, 


attempted by magical arts to do the ſame _ 
thing. When it is ſaid * The magicians 


„ aiſo did in like manner with their in- 
«.ctantments,” 


ly added, as an explanation of that ſen- 
tence, ver. 12. for they caſt dowa eve- 


ry man his rod and they became ſer- 


« pents.” The expreſſion therefore They 


©« did in like manner with their inchant- 


tc ments,” means no more than this; they 
did with their rods what Moſes did with 
his. This ſhows that no magical arts were 


tried. | 


This paſſage alſo ſhows, that they are 
in a great mittake who deny the reality of 
the miracles performed by the magicians. 
© They caſt down every man his rod and 


„they became ſerpents.” The very ſame 


words are uſed to expreſs the miracle per- 


formed by Moſes, © Aaron caſt down his 
« rod—and it became a ſerpent.” If we 
_ acknowledge the reality of the miracle in 


> 


ver. 11. it k immediate-. 


(6) 


the o one te we muſt 441 it in | the o- 


ther. 

The ſame power which Ra AS 
ed the rod of Moſes into a ſerpent, alſo 
transformed the rods of the magicians. 


The force of this proof that Moſes was 


ſent by God, lay in this; the fign given 
was an operation which none but God 
himſelf could perform. To him all mi- 
racles are alike eaſy; to us one may ap- 
pear greater than another. If we com- 

re this miracle with the reſurrection of 
a dead perſon whoſe body is ſtill entire, 
we fee a greater degree of power in the 
one than in the other. In bath caſcs the 
Creator of all things infuſeth life into dead 
matter; but the dead body has all the or- 


gans neceſſary for the reception of that 


life; it reſembles a machine which had 
ſtopped and is again ſct agoing; whereas 
the dry rod muſt be completely changed, 
and new organs created before life could 
be infuſed into the parts. 'The transfor- 
mation therefore ot the magicians rods 


muit have been performed by the power 
of God, of which it was a diiplay not in- 


ferior to the ne nar of the dead. 


4. When it pleaſeth Cod to work mis | 
racles, we are certain he will never per- 


form one to diſcredit or | oppoſe another, 
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The transformation therefore of the ma- 
gicians rods into ſerpents, being the vi- 
ſible effects of divine power, could not be 
performed in oppoſetion o Maſet, nor tend 


to contradict his claim to inipiration: this 


would have been unworthy of God. We 
mult therefore conclude that the miracles 
performed, by the learned men in Egypt, 
were viſible ge wrought kx Ga to tei 
that he fent Ii Agſes to Phara: 
There is evidently a circumſtance omit- 
ted by Moſes in his account of theſe tranſ- 


actions, which muſt be ſupplied in order 
to underſtand them. What was the ma- 


gicians acbgn in imicating Moſes with 
their rods ? 

they made theſe attempts to imuate Moſes 
in order to prove that he had no commil- 


fon from God, or that their deſign was to 


difore dit his ge but this is mere 


con Hure, unſupported by the ſcriptures, 


and contrary to the conclufion of a former 
obſervation. Theie learned men were 
Tent tor, to oppoſe Voſes, and to try the 


reality of his miracles; but it is not ſaid 


for what purp2?fe they attempred to work 


miracles 7hemſe/ves, The eireumſtances 


recorded leads us into the knowledge of 
fhat purpoſe. The magicians were pre- 
fent, and witneſſed the transformation of 

| Aaron's 


It is generally believed that 
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a rod, for he caſt it down before 
Pharaoh, and bii ſervants. The queſtion 
to be ſolved by them was, Is this a real 
miracle, or are we impoſed upon? To 
remove all ſuſpicion Moſes defrred them to 
perform the miracle with their own hands. 
The reds were their own, they laid them 
down, ard with their own eyes ſaw their 
transformation. Ibis removed all ſuſpi- 
cion; nothing could be fairer or more ſa- 
tisfactory than this experiment. Three 
different miracles, for this purpoſe, were 


theſe learned men required to perform 


with their own hands and their own rods; 
by this method they were certified that 
there was no deception in the miracles, 
which were wrought to prove that God 
had ſent Moſes to Pharaoh. In order to 
convince the magicians that there was ns 
natural connection between the means which 
were employed and the miracles produced, 


but that they were effeQuated by the powu- 


er of Gd, Moſes inverted the ſign. He 


ſmote the duſt and it was inſlantly turn». 


ed into lice; when they did the ſame 
thing with their rods, in place of repeat- 
the miracle, as in the former inſtan- 


ces, the ſpot which they ſtruck, alone re- 


mained without a living creature on its 
ſurlace: all around was covered with ver- 
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min, but not one was ſeen where they 


touched the ground with their rods. At 


the fight of this they could not contain 
their aſtoniſhment}; This, ſaid they, is 
« the finger of God.” - -— 


The reality of theſe miracles being 7/us 


's/tabliſbed, the magicians acted no 5 Ta 
part in the tranſactions which followed 
than mere ſpectators of what was done. 


Thus we find that the repetition of theſe | 


miracles by the hands of the men who 


oppoſed Moſes, and were not therefore i in 
concert with him, eſtabliſhed, in the moſt. 


unexceptionable manner, his divine com- 
miſſion. 


r. IV. The n commiſſion of Mo fe "y 
deduced from the Faſſever and other in- 


fiitutions. 


THE firſt meſſage which Moſ-s was 


required to deliver unto Pharaoh is ; 
« Thus ſaith the Lord, Iſrael is my ſon; 


© —let my ſon go that he may ſerve me: 


s and if thou refuſe to let him go, be- 
c hold I will lay thy ſon even wy firſt 


= nn.” -. 
To render this prediction the more re- 


markable, it was afterwards added, that 


the firſt-born of both man and beaſt — 


( 6) 


all die on one night, and that Pharaoh 
would diſmiſs the Iſtaelites immediately 


when this judgment ould be executed. 
The final ſucceſs of Moſes, his character 


as a prophet, and his authority among the 


Jews were ſuſpended on the fulfilment of 
this prophecy. To all human penctrati- 
on the Iſraelites were hopeleſs: In great 
wrath Pharaoh had ſaid to their only ad- 


vocate; Get thee from me, take heed. 


« to thyſelf, fee my face no more: ſor in 


c that day thou ſceſt my face thou ſhalt 
«© die. And Moſes faid I will fee thy 


55 


c face no more.“ Moes went out from 


Pharaoh and prepared the people for de- 


parting immediately. 
The eventful night arrives in which, 
according to the prediction of Moſes, the 


_ 2wſul judgment would be executed; then 


went forth the angel of death and flew 
the fir{t-born of man and beaſt throughout 
all the land of Egypt. The Ifraelites 


were protected by the ſprinkling of blood. 


To perpetuate the remembrance of this 
event, and the deliverance of the Jews, 
which was its immediate conſequence, 
Moſes changed the beginning of their 
year to the month in which this happened, 
and inſtituted the feaſt of the Paſſover. 


To this was added the ſolemn conſeerati- 
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du of the firſt born of man and beaſt to 


the Lord, with this remarkable charge; 
« And it ſhall be when thy children aſc 
« thee in time to come, ſaying, What is 


©« this? thou fhall ſay to them, By 
* {lrength of hand the Lord brought us 


« out of Egypt from the houſe of bond- 
« age; and it came to paſs when Pharaoh 
* would hardly let us go, that the Lord 


4 flew all the firft-horn in the land cf. 


Egypt, both the firſt-born'of man and 
« the ſirſt-born of beaſt, therefore I ſa- 


& cri ice to the Lord all that openeth the 


«© matrix,” &c. Excd. xiii. 11.—16. 

All thoſe things have been  rebgioully 
obſerved ever lince, and eſtabliſh the 
truth of the narration in the book of 
Exodus. It is moraliy impe ſſible that the 
Paſſover and the law repreſenting the 
firit-born could have been invented after 


the death of Moſes, and imputed unto him. 


The nature and form of theſe rites nes 


ceſſarily ſuppoſe that they have been re- 
gularly obſerved ever fince the Jews were 


reſcued from bondage. If in any future 
period they had been invented and pro- 


poſed to the people, they behoved to re- 


ceive and obſcrve theſe inſtitutions, for 


the firſt time, as if they had been cſtab- 


liſhed by Moſes, and regularly obſerved e- 


„ 


0 9 


ver ſinee, by their anceſtors. According 
to this ſuppoſition, when theſe rites were 
invented the whole nation muſt have re- 
ceived them, and profeſſed to believe what 
they knew to be a groſs falſehood, and 
then conſpired to impoſe on their chil- 
dren by faying to them, that Moſes inſti- 
tated theſe rites to commemorate their 
deliverance from the deſtroying angel and 
from bondage; as in Exod. xi, What 
can be more ahſurd than this. ſuppoſition ? 
would a whole nation agree ſolemniy to 
proſeſs their belief of a notorious ſalſe hood, 
and to teach their children a tiſſue of lies, 
for no other purpoſe than to ſupject them- 
ſelves and theiroffspring to a heavyburden? 
The unſurmountable difficuities, which 
were formeriy mentioned, againſt ſoilting 
| forgery into the Pentateuch, prevented 
the invention of theſe rites after the days 
of Moſes; for they could not be perpetu- 
ated till inferted there. e 
In the records of the Jews, the regular 
obſervation of thefe rites can be traced up 
to the original inftitution by their Legit- 
Htor. Theſe evidences, and others that 
might be mentioned, lead to this concluſi- 
on; The paſſover and the law for conſe- 
-erating the firſt- born mult have been in- 
Kituted by Moſes, to commemorate the 
* G 2 deliverance 


4 

% 

bt 

£ 

2 

EX 
7 

3 

3. 
. 
N 

5 
x5 

A . 
bh 
i») 
My. 
. 
I 

N 


K 1 2 e 7 WA: . n * ” N p , a a 
* —— 1 ONS: 6 VE Rn, © cu" N mh ———— f ᷣͤ K ͤ na © 3 
BY 8 \ 4 * ** A * * * 14% , e 9 18 1 f © I 7 FT; 7 rn 5 re 
a . 84 " N i e 8 * — : oh ag? | 8 3 
* 9 25 * o N r W : 9 * * * 5 S 


hs e 2 


. 1 
GAO eee Be. 
— 1 1 3 


e 


(200 


deliverance of the Jews from bondage, 


and their firt-vorn from the ſword of the 
deſtroying angel. This therefore proves 
the fact, that this miracle was actually 


performed, and the prediction accompliſh- 


cd, which eſtabliſned the divine commiſ. 

lion of Moſes in the fulleſt manner. 
That judgment upon the Exyptians was 

alſo an awful moral leſſen to them and 


to the other nations of the world: The 


Egyptians had murdered the male infants 
of their oppreſſed ſervants, to prevent the 
children from revenging upon them the 


injuries which their fathers had fuffered; 


and God puniſhed theſe murderers by 


'Haying all their firſt-born in one niglit. 


In the fame manner might the ſong, re- 


corded, Exod. xv. be traced up to the day 
in which it was firſt ſung by all the con- 
gregation of Iſrael, as a teſtimony, from 


the many thoulands who peſſed through 


the red Sea, of the truth of the foregoing 


chapter, Exod. xiv. And this itfcit 13 a 
ſulficiert teſtimony of the divine commiſ- 


Hon of Nloſes, and truth of the Penta- 
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Sccr. V. The eredibility of the miracles 
mentioned in the Pentateuch. 


THE greater and more varied thoſe mi- 
racles are which Moſes performed, the 


_ {ſtronger are the evidences of his inſpira- 


tion. By a ſtrange perverſion of reaſon, 


the propagators of infidelity maintain, that 


Moles mutt have been an impoſtor, be- 
cauſe he pretended to perform extraordi- 
nary miracles. Their argument is not, 
that they are impeſſble, but that they are 
incredible, and thereſcre Moſes muſt have 
been a lying prophet. Dr Francis ſays, 


that it is an axiom of philoſophers, that 


© no human teſtimony can eſtablith the 
« credibility of miracies.” I appeal to a 
matter of fact, to experience; have not 
mankind in all ages believed the reality of 
miracles upon human teſtimony ? In this 
they are rather too credulous. . What is it 
then which prepares the minds of plain 
honeſt men to believe the reality of mi- 
racles, when tuthciently atteſted ? is it 
mere ignorance ? No, | aver that it is ex- 
ferience and refletion. Mankind daily be- 


hold the operations of the ſame divine 


power, in the ordinary productions of na- 
ture, which is nec: flary to work a mi- 
G 3 racle, 
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racle. Experience in the one leads them 


by analogy to credit the other. 

The kuſbandman commits his inert 
foeds to the cold dead earth, and that life- 
leſs matter, by means of air, ſun ſhine, 
and rain, changes, and changes again 
theſe feeds, till there is formed a number 


of the ſame kind out of ne. He knows 


that all the human race could not perform 
that operation, which he ſees executed by 
the dead clods of the valley. This con- 
vinces the honeſt huſbandman that an in- 
viſible power, far ſuperior to the boaſted 


talents of philoſophers, is exerted upon 


the earth to make it productive: common 
ſenſe leads him to infer, © It is God who 
« makes corn and graſs to grow for man 


« and beait;” and why may not that 


power which makes the fields produce 
corn for the food of man, alſo cauſe the 
clouds ſend down manna to ſupport him ? 
He plants his vine and fees it extract from 
the ſoil an excellent juice, and form cluſ- 
ſters of grapes in which it is ripened : who 
taught the vine to perform this wonderful 
operation? The voice of reaſon within 
man anſwers, an inviſible power greatly 


| ſuperior to man in wiſdom and capacity: 


and why may not that power transform 
water into blood, is the rational queſtion 
which 


which an honeſt man would put to an un- 


believing philoſopher ? | 


The formation of the lamb in the womb 


of its mother is no leſs wonderful to the 
fimple ſhepherd, than the transformation - 


of Noſes' rod into a ferpent. In the for- 


mation of its fine merabers, ſo wiſely con- 
trived and fiited for the purpoſes of life, 


the mother was intirely paiſſwe, and igno- 
rant of the operations that were carried 
on, by ſome intelligent and ethcacious 


power. That power, ſays the philoſopher 
to the ſhepherd, 75 nature, which forms 
the fœtus and perfects its parts; but aa- 


ture could not form a ſerpent out of A- 
aron's rod, or make it bud and bring forth 
fruit in one night; this is contrary to the 
eſtabliſhed laws of nature. The ſhepherd 


will reaſonably conelude that nature muit 


be a very wiſe and powerful being, who 


contrived thoſe wonderful laws, aud com- 


pels heaven and earth conſtantly to obey 


them. lf wife and beneficial laws are en- 


acted and eſtabliſhed by rational beings, 
we conclude, that wife and benevolent 
men, poſſeſſed of authority, had devited 
them, and enforced obedience z much 
more muſt he be a wiſe, benevolent and 


powerful being who deviſed the laws of 
nature, and makes the incit earth and 


bodics 


r 2 


FE 3 — AL a Va 


=_ - _ | 


*$-% 


* N ot * — I r 
. —— QQ erage on... — 


* ne n Ke 

. . n 
* a , ot 4 
K 


— 


e K Oe nn. 2 
8 


- 
% 1 

\ 460 

8 

Bev as 1's 

1 2 
24 . * 4 8 1 1 
E * 4 OT ——— 
, OE; N +> > ar 
_D 2 
- . 


pr 
* 

oe | 
3 


0 * 
» tl 
L _ | 
a5 ABER, ale tae tY "SER A, & nn ** 2 F 
* La 2 A's Y * 
F 4 a! * m _ * e Ne n NA OS. TER $ 
* «(ap Th, A on 3 * N ee eee e - wh BK by 27 F <4), a4 r Py * F 
* 4 <6 L 0 „ 5 . E 2 2 1 9 4 _ 2 2 * * 1 * 3 
Zz D P : 8 6 E 4 „ 8 * ry Tv LOIN Lo r lids * , * cer - Ha Ang, n/a ge ty . * 
2 W 1 eg nn N 7 + Way ag ITE > . „ n r . "EY > ITED. N a —— a4 eat 1 . 4 - 
en. F a A 1 W ET r N N ene eee e * . Nee 1 " © - 8 = W wu, 
n "OE 1 2 the 2, — 1 1s 1 "ny * eee > r . Nn . ** — WEIS 1 97 5 E 1 8 
*, DM * 8 0 1 * 5 2„5„ͤ — ” W e 9 * > * | ; e 8. 8 e 
* l \ "1,4 * X — 1 I * > — * 2 . 2 L - 8 p * =" — ol 5 0 "* Ww n II : 2 |» es ans; P Re Los G p 
b q N _ * AS 46 2 — 9 a \ 1 0 = — m K. * 1 4 *.: 4,5 bu, I % + ii on A841 i Aries & 
= g 2 r * 4 2 0 * "g's N "2 nu 5 b DOS: F r RS OTE OO 
I — Fernen : J 5 f af 2 * r 0, 
th bs 2 el 0 4 pe | . * 
by 0 8 n > * ere. hs * j 


e 74) 


bodies of animals to execute them ſo per- 


fectly. To a mind which thus reflects 
upon the objects of ſenſe, it is not at all 
incredible that this powerful being ſhould 
at times cauſe a rational creature per- 


form ſuch operations as are aſcribed to 


Moſes. 

If an Atheiſt laughs at a ſimple plain 
man for believing that an intelligent 
powerful being is the cſficient cauſe of 
innumerable operations, for which no ra- 
tional being can otherwiſe account; he 
pitics the perverſion of the Atheiſt's rea- 


fon, who ſces theſe operations without 


believing the exiſtence of an adequate 
; Wale to produce them. 


PART 


TH 


PART I. 


THE DIVINE COMMISSION OF OUR LORD 


Jzsus CuaisT. 


Mr the ſounder of Chriſtianity is 


Jeſus Chriſt, who lived in Judea 
when Tiberius was emperar of Rome, is 
a fact eſtabliſhed by the - teſtimony of 
Jews, Chriſtiaas and heathens. Tho? he 
did not write any thing concerning him- 


ſelf, or his religion, yet we have four dif- 


5 hiſtories of his life, two of them 


: written by his diſciples, Matthew and 
Ia, who ſaw and heard the things 


ich they relate ; the other two were 
4 290 by hiſtorians who were very inti- 
tame with tlie diſciples, and therefore re- 
c:ived information from his conſtant ate 
tendants. 


Ci AP. I. 


The four Goſpels are true H. rflortes of our 


Lord Fe 7 us C 14. 
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Sccr. I. The four Goſpels no forgery. - 


THE evidences that the four Goſpels 
were written by the four Evapgelifts to 
whom they are ſeverally aſcribed, are fo 


full and ſatis factory that no perſon ac- 


quainted with the ſubject can doubt the 
fict. The primitive Chriſtians had fuf- 
ficient means of knowing the authors of 
thete books, and the ſubſect was too im- 
portant to be implicitly admitted without 


certainty. 


Tho' it was ſome time before Chriſti. 
ans agreed to admit as canonical, fome 


other books, yet theſe four were received 
by all the churches, whenever they were 
Publiſhed. Within twenty years after 
Chriſt's aſcenſion there were churches 


formed in almoſt all the pnncipal cities of 
the Roman empire, and in all theſe 
churches were the four Goſpels regutiariy 
read, ever after they were publiſhed. Du- 


ring the firſt centuries of Chriſtiamty, 


when the diſciples of Jeſus Chriſt were 
moit cruelly perſecuted, theſe books were 


their conſtant companions, the cauſe of 
their conflancy, and the ſource of their 


gonſolation. 
Yo call them a ſorgery palmed on the 
ä 5 world 
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world by intereſted prieſts, as ſome men 
have done, is an aſſertion ſo contrary to 
clear hiſtorical evidence, that it hardly de- 
ſerves notice. 

Euſebius, the ſamous biſhop of Czſa- 
rea in Paleſtine, informs us that the apoſ- 
tle John examined and approved the three 
goſpels, and then wrote his own as a ſup- 
plement to them, 

About fifty years after Inn s death 
Juſtin Martyr wrote an apology for the 
Chriſtians to the emperor Antoninus, in 
which he quotes paſſages out of all the 
four Goſpels, as books known and admit- 


ted to be authentic by all parties. The a- 


poſtle John, who would prevent forgeries 
from being admitted by the church during 
his lifetime, lived to the end of the firſt 
century. Polycarp, whom John in{lruc- 
ted, and who was alfo acquainted with o- 
ther diſciples, lived till the year one hun- 
cred and fixty-ſeven ; during his miniſtry 
the four goſpels could not be adulterated, 

Euſebius declares, that many Chriſti- 
ans, who were inſtructed by the apoſtles, 
travelled with atteſted copies of the goſ- 
pels, taken from the original, and pub- 
liſhed the truth which they relate through» 
out all the Roman empire. Copies faith 


fully tranſcribed from the —— 
5 


1 


: the authors were multiplied in the days of 


the apoſtles, Tertullian affirms that there 


were original copies of theſe books extant 
in his time. Julian, that learned and 
keen enemy of Chriſtianity, confeſſes that 


the four goſpels were written by the au- 


thore, to whom they are aſcribed. Jews 
zd heathens, as well as Chriſtians, ac- 


knowledged their authenticity, and never 
atrempted to contradict. the facts which 
they record. Correct tranſlations of theſe 
books were ſoon made into a great many 
different languages, and multiplied among 
both Jews and Gentiles, believers and un- 


| believers; and as they were very intereſt- 
ing, all parties watched over one another, 
to prevent forgeries, which might do an 


injury to their own cauſe. e 
The reaſoning. formerly employed in 
this work, to prove the impoſſibility of 


foiſting forgeries into the five books of 
Moſes, applies alſo to this ſubjett. Of 
this fact therefore we are: certain, that 


the four Goſpels were written and pub- 
lithed by the four Evangeliſts ſoon aſter 


our Lord's aſcenſion, and have been tranſ- 
mitted to us without any material altera- 


tion. es, 
The zeal of the Chriſtians, and the diſ- 
putes among themſelves; the jealouſy of 


both 
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both Jews and beathens — 1 the 
goſpel, to prevent too favourable an account 


of its author from ſpreading, and the mul - 


tiplication of pure copics which were dif. 
perſed over all the Roman empire, with 
faithful tranſlations into different langua- 


ges, were a ſuſſicient ſecurity from any 


corruption of the 85 hiſtory. 


Secr. II. Situation and 3 of the 
four Evangeliſts. 


THE authors of the four Goſpels were 
well acquainted with the ſubject 8 their 
hiſtory. Matthew, who wrote firſt, reſid- 
ed at Capernaum where our Saviour fre- 
quently preached; and after his election 
to the apoſtleſhip, he was conſtantly with 


his Maſter till his deceafe at Jeruſalem. 


This apoſtle. continued to preach in the 
different parts of Judea about eight years 


after our Saviour's aſcenſien. 


Intending to depart from the land of 
Palefline and propagate the goſpel among 
the Gentiles, the Chriſlians in Jufiea in- 
treated him to leave with them a written 


account of the life and doctrines of Jeſus 
Chriſt, with which requeſt Matthew come 
plied. 


Hiſtory informs us that Mark was an 
| inhabitant 
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fnhabitant in Jeruſalem, and that the dif 
ciples often reforted to his houſe. Tho? 


e was not an apeſtle, yet he received his 
nſormation from the unanimous teſtimo- 


ny of Chrift's diſciples. - Accompanying - | 


Peter into Italy, he is ſaid to have preach- 
ed the goſpel for ſome time at Rome. 
Before he left the Chriſtians whom he had 
converted there, he wrote his goſpel for 
their uſe, and then went into Egypt. Ihe 
primitive fathers inform us that the a- 
poſtle Peter reviſed Mark's goſpel, and 


atteſted his vt racity. 


Luke was a native of Antioch, and an 
intimate companion of the apoſtle Paul. 
This Evangeliſt informs us that he recei- 


ved the materials of his hiſtory from thoſe 


who were witneſſes of the facts which he 
relates; theſe were the diſciples with 
whom he was particularly acquainted. 
John was a native of Bethſaida in Ga- 
lilee, and a diſciple for whom his Maſter 
had a tender friendſhip, hence called the 
beloved diſciple, Matthew and John re- 
late the facts which they had ſeen and 
heard, and which evidently had made a 
ſtrong impreſſion on their minds. Mark 
and Luke relate the principal facts which 


they had often heard from the diſciples, 
and therefore had the beſt information. | 
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The character and fituation of theſe 


four authors add great weight to their 
teſtimony. I hey gave the world a moſt 
farisfaCtory evidence that they wrote from 
the heart, and that they related well 


known fats, which they fully believed: 
for they voluntarily forſook their country, 


their families and deareſt friends, to un- 
dergo the moſt difficult and dangerous 
toils. As a proof of their ſincerity they 
voluntarily ſubmitted to a dreadful petrſe- 
cution, and were expoſed to a cruel death. 


The four Evangeliſts, and the other diſ- 


ciples, who publicly preached the ſame 
things, which they wrote, could not be 
deceived, for they had the beſt poſſible 
information ; neither had they any mo- 


tive to deceive others. Jeſus Chriſt was 
gone, and they had nothing to expect 


trom him in this world by adhering to 
that cauſe. He did not deceive them with 
falſe promiſes, for they were warned by 


their Maſter to expect perſecution, igno- 


miny and death. in this world, if they con- 
tinued his diſciples. According to their 
own principles, either as Jews cr Chriſ- 
tians, they brought upon themſelves eter- 
nal mifery if they knowmgiy perſevered 
in propagating falſehoods. With immo- 


ralitics they were never charged by their 
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| keeneſt enemies. The” plain, unlearned 
and imple men, yet they were no enthu- 
ſiaſts. In their trials they diſcovered ca- 


pacity and cool reſolution, but no mean- 
neſs unworthy of their ſtation. 


The teſtimony therefore of theſe men, 


under ſuch circumſtances, mult have great 


weight when impartially examined. 


- Secr. III. The agreement of theſe witneſſes. 


THE perſect agreement of ſo many 
witnefles in their teſtimony, which was 
voluntarily given, under ſuch cireum- 
ſtances as have been mentioned, eftabliſh- 
es, in the moſt ſatis factory manner, the 
truth of thoſe facts which they atteſted. 

The enemies of Chriſtianity grant that 


the four Evangeliſts did not write in con- 


cert. The four goſpels, therefore, con- 
tua the written teſtimony of four difle- 
rent men, given with great candour and 

fimplicity, on different occaſions, and in 
different places; and they perfectly agree 
with one another in all the primcipal facts. 


1 am not concerned about tome apparent 
differences, in trivial things; for theſe are 


eaſily reconciled to the fatisfiction of e- 
very unprejudiced mind, The omiſſion 
of tome circumſtance in one is ftequent- 


* 
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ly fupplied by another. The. epiſtles 
which were written by other authors fre- 


quently mention, or refer to facts related 


in the goſpels, in a manner which per- 


fectly agrees with them all. This con- 


curring teſtimony {trevgthens the evi- 


Of the original witneſſes, who atteſt 
the facts recorded in the four Goſpels, 
we have a conſiderable number. Beſides 
the apoſtles, there were ſeventy diſciples, 
whom Chriſt employed to preach the goſ- 
pel, and who were frequently with him: 
theſe witneſſed his miracles and heard his 
ſermons. In that meeting of the diſ- 
ciples after their Maſter's aſcenſion, when 


they wade choice of another witneſs, in 
the place of Judas, there were an hun» 


dr2d and twenty preſent; Ack. i. 15. 
Paul declares that there were five hun- 
ered diſciples together, once when Jeſus 
appeared to them after his reſurrection. 

Before the goſpels were publiſhed * 


| of theſe witneſſes went into all the d 
ferent provinces of the Roman empure, 


and formed churches in almoſt every city. 
To the people in theſe cities they related 
what they ſaw, heard and knew of Jeſus 


Chriſt, who was crucified at Jeruſalem; 


and thoſe who believed their teſtimony 
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became members of theſe churches. What 


is the reaſon that in all theſe churches 
the four goſpels were cordially teceived and 
approved when ever they obtain<d copies? 
The fact is undeniable, and the only rea- 
fon which can be given is z theſe goſpels 


perſectly agreed with and confirmed What 


their teachers had related to thera concern- 


ing Jeſus Chriſt. 


his fact ſhews us that the concurring 


teſtimony of the four Evangeliſts not on- 


ly agree with that of the other apoſtles, 
but alfo with the uniform declaration of 
all thoſe, who had any neee with 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. - 

Thete numerous witneſſes were cow 
Tated from one another: In different 
countries they were impriſoned, examin- 
ed, tortured and executed; but in all 
their ſuffe rings they neither contradicted 
one another, nor varicd m that teſtimony 
Which they ſealed with their blood. 

This agreement of ſo many witne ſſes 
under ſuch ſevere trials renders the truth 
of their teſtimony, as recorded in the. 

oſpels, perfectly certain. It is incredi- 
le that ſo many men would voluntarily 
ſubmit to ſuch dreadful ſufferings to main- 
tain an unprofitable falſehood, and it is 


* chat 155 could have ayoided 
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| ine. one another if the ſubj -@ : 
of their * had not * well 


known truths. - 


Sec To IV. E he im wy bility of Srepagating 
fa {ehoads concerning Jeſus Cbriſt. 


TIE goſpels are a hiſtory of no ob- 


ſcure perion. Our Lord was a ſubject 


of univerſal curioſity: he preached and 
wrought miracles in the preſence of 
thouſands, and was frequently attended 
by a great number of all ranks and char- 
acters. When the high prieſt interrogat- 
ed him concerning the number of his 


_ diſciples and his doctrine, he anſwered; 


* I ſpake openly to the world: I ever 
be 5 in the ſynagogue and in the 
* temple, whether the Jews always re- 
fort, and in ſecret have I fajd nothing.” 


By both Jews and Gentiles his character 


and conduct were ſeverely ſcrutinized, 
and after a very remarkable life he was 


publicly crucified, during a ſolemn feſti- 


val, when the Jews were aſſembled at 
Jeruſalem. 


While the principal facts, which are 


related in the 3 were freſh in the 
memories of their countrymen, the four 


| Erangeliſte 2 an account of our 


Saviour s 


| Saviour's life and death. In relating his. 


miraculous operations they mention the 


time, the place, the perſons concerned, 


and the-names of thoſe whom he cured 
or raiſed from the dead. They delivered 
their hiſtories to the people among whom 


Jeſus Chriſt lived, while that generation 
was ſtill alive, whio beheld the ſcenes 


which they had deſcribed. Under theſe 
circumſtances it was impoſlible for the 


Evangelilts or the diſciples to impoſe upon 


the Jews. According to theſe hiſtories 
the Jews, from the worlt of principles, 
had murdered a t and innocent Per. 
ſonage at Jeruſalem. | 


The enemies of Chriſt ag his diſciples 


were ſufficiently able and willing to de- 
tet falſchoods if there had been any in 
theſe publications; their credit was at 


ſtake, and for their own vindication it 
was incumbent on thoſe, who put him 


to death, and perſecuted his diſciples, to 
| contradict their teſtimony, if any part 
of it had been falſe: but rhis was never 


attempted. 
In all the controverſies 16 the 


firſt Chriſtians and the Jews, the facts 


mentioned in the four goſpels were ac- 


know ledged on both fides, and the keen- 


WR of our Saviour's enemies never * 


0 


the wrath of - thoſe wiracles, which bs * 
ſaid to have performed: theſe facts were 
frequently mentioned and acknowledged 


by the oppſers of Chriſtianity, while it 
was in their power to detect the falſehood, 


if the Erangeliſts had miſrepreſeuted any 
circumſtance. b 


We have therefore the teſlimony of our 


Saviour's enemies, yea of his murderers, 
concuriing with that of his friends in 


atteſting tae truth of the four goſpels. 
At the time and place in which they were 
publiſhed it was impoſſible to impoſe on 
the Jews by a falſe account of Jeſus 


Chriſt's public actions. The Evangeliſts 
put it ia the power of his murderers to 


prove their want of veracity if in 


inſtance they had deviated from the truthʒ 
but this was never attempted, which is a 


clear proof that the enemies of Chriſtia- 


nity found nothing in theſe goſpels either 


falſe or uncertain. 


The fame remarks are applicable to the 
acts of the Apoſtles, which like the goſ- 
pels were publiſhed in the place and a- 


moag the people where they were tranſ- 


ated, and atteſted by thoſe who oppoſed 
Chriſtianity ; „ What ſhall we do to 
ec the ſe bn? for that indeed a notable 


6 miracle hath been done by them is ma- 
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te nifeft to all them that dwell 3 in 8 
« lem, and we cannot deny it.“ IS iv. 


CHAP. IL 


The divine commiſſion of eur Lord 7 2 : 


Chr 11. 
3 fhoken the unde truth 


of the four Goſpels, I ſhall now prove our 
Saviour's divine commiſhon from theſe 


well atteſted records. Jeſus Chriſt uſed 
to call God his Father, and uniformly de- 


clared that he was ſent by him into this 


world, and that he ſpoke in his name. 


I have not ſpoken of myſelf,“ ſaid he 


to his hearers, but the Father who ſent 


tet me he gave me a commandment what 
« 1 ſhould fay and what I ſhould ſpeak,” 
& c. From this and many ſuch declara- 
tions it is evident that either Jefus Chriſt 
reccived. a divine commiſton, and ſpoke | 


to men from God, or he was a cunning 


impoſtor, and deceived the world. Lhat 
he was not an impoſtor, but had a divine 
- commiſſion, I hope to eſtabliſh 3 in the we 
4 _— ſections. | 


p 


% 


- 


1 ®9 


Seer. I. The character of Feſus Cbriſt net 
That of an mnpo/ſtor. 1 


THE bright excellencies which ſhone 
forth, without the leaſt affectation, through 
the whole of our Saviour's conduct, ex- 
hibit a character the moſt venerable and 
lovely. When accuſed by his bittereſt e- 
nemies, on account of his doctrine, he 
challenged them to produce one inſtance 


of guile in his whole life. Can ſuch a 


character be ſuſpected of deliberate villa- 
ny and deceit? what end could he propoſe 
in going about continually doing good 
and ſubmitting to toils, perſecution and 


death, if he had been an impoſtor? World- 


ly rewards he openly renounced, and he 


voluntafily lived in poverty, declaring his 


kingdom is not of this world. 
lf he had been an impoſtor, he certain- 
1y would have conducted hiqmſelf in that 
manner which was moſt likely to enſure 
ſucceſs : yet he knowingly and deliberate» 


- ly did the very reverſe. His doctrine, 


manner of life, and whole conduct were 
ſuch as brought upon him a keen and ex- 


pected oppoſition. | 


We know for certain that the Jews 
looked for a great perſonage, at that time, 
; : | 7 | to 


. 
to appear among them; they believed he 
would come in great temporal glory, and 


erect in Judea an earthly kingdom. Had 
Jeſus Chriſt intended to impoſe on the 


people, he could have availed himſelf of 
the general expectation, and aſſumed the 
character which ſuited their belief: in 


place of employing theſe prejudices to pre- 


mote any ſcheme of his own, he bed 


to ſubdue them. ; 
From the beginning of his public ap- 
pearance, he told them that his kingdom 


is not of this world; and tho” the people 


endeavoured to force him to zſſume royal- 


ty, he retired from their importunity and 


retained his poverty. To a moſt certain 
and violent perſecution he ſubmitted, ra- 


ther than avail himſelf of the advantages 


which were offered him. Is it rational to 
ſuppoſe that this is the character and con- 

duc of an intelligent impoſtor? is it not 
ker an wok 8 and NY FRE of 


— ? 


Sect. II. The Probiicis fulfilled. in eur 
Lerd Feſus Chiu. 


WHAT was the cauſe of this nent 
expectation, not only among the Jews, 
but alſo among the Sentiles, “ that 4 

* Great 


TO 8238 22 


FF a 


« Great Perſonage, at that time, would 
« appear in the land of Paleſtine?” was it 
not the many prophecies-in the Old Teſ- 
tament, in which he is deſcribed, and 


Which were known to other nations? 


The patriarch Jacob foretold that the 
Jewiſh government would not be ſubvert- 
ed till after Shiloh ſhould come and the 
people be gathered to him, by embracing 


his religion. The tribe and family from 


which he was to deſcend, the very time 
and place of his birth, were ſo diſtinctly 


named by the prophets, hundreds of years 


before hie was born, that the Jews knew 


both when and where to expect him. In 


Deut. xviii. Moſes relates how God pro- 
miſed to raiſe up anather prophet like to 
himſelf. Either Ezra, when he collect- 
ed the books of the Old Teſtament into 
one volume, or the laſt prophet who ap- 
peared in the Jewiſh church, was directed 
to write in the end of the Pentateuch, 
te that there aroſe not a prophet ſince in 


et [ſrael like unto Moſes.” This evident. 


ly implies that the Jews were convinced, 
that the Prophet of whom Moſes ſpoke 
was not yet come. It is mentioned as a 
circumitance which diſtinguiſned Moſes 
from all other prophets, * God ſpoke with 
% him face to face,” and not in dark 

8 6 ſpeeches 


c 


ſpecches by viſio ons and dreams, Numb, 


Al, 0... - 
Other prophets keien jevethiions on- 


ly at particular tines, and their knows 


ledge of God's will was limited to parti- 


cular ſubjects; but Mofts received the 
gift of inſpiration to ſuch a degree, that 


at all times he had inime diate acceſs to 


know God's will concerning every thing 
in which a revelation was neceffary. O- 
ther prophets received revelations darkly, 


by ſuch dreams and vifions 4s alm oſt o- 


a them; but Moſes obtained 
the knowledge of the mind of God in 4 


different manner, which did not in the 
leaſt difcon;poſe him. In theſe things 


Jeſus Chriſt was the only prophet that 
reſembled Mofes, as alſo in the many and 
extraordinary miraclgs which he pertorm- 


ed. So conſpicuous was this reſemblance 


between the auth of Chriſtianity and the 


Jewiſh legiffator, that when our Lord 
had fed five thouſand miraculouſly on a 
_ deſert mountain, as Moles fed the Iſracl- 


ites in the wildern« fs, the people, remem- 
bering the prediction, ſaid, “ This of a 
«« truth 1s that prophet who ſhould come 
« into the world.” 

Moſes alſo forctold that this prophet 
would cRablih a LEW religion from Gd, 


we 


( 93 ) 


« I will put my words in his wouk. an 


« he ſhall ſpeak unto them all that l hall 


„% command him,” Deut. xviii. 18. In 
ver. 19. is 3 the puniſhment” of 
thoſe who would not hearken unto this 
prophet; and more particularly the de- 


ſtruction of the uabelizying Jews by the 


Romans, and their diſperſion are d diſtinet⸗ 


ly mentioned in Deut. xxviti. _ 
As they who oppoſed Moſes were all 


deſtroyed. Sian forty years after he de- 


livered-to them the law from Sinai, ſo i in 
forty years after Chriſt's aſcenſion, the city, 


temple and government of thoſe who op- 


poſed him, were deftroyed. Theſe things 
were clearly. foretold by Moſes, and to his 


predictions Jeſv, referred when he fore ⸗ 


told the time and maunęr iq, which they 


would be accompliſhed: r ſaid 6 


© hes be the days of vengeance; that all 
1 things which are written may be ful- 


« filted,” Luke ä 


Haw, exactly, were the Pease of f 


Moies fulfilled in Jeſus Chrilt ! In no 
hiſtory either ſacred or profane, will you 
find a perfon, ſo like to Moſes as Jeſus 
Chriſt, or fo like to_}cſus Chriſt'as Moſes. 
With great propriety therefore did the a- 
poliles urge the acco.np! lilhment of this 


e e viii. 1s 19.) in ſeſus 
12 9" Chil. 
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Chrift as a ant of his divine commil- 
; 1 


| fionz ſee Acts iii. 22. and vii, 37 
Other prophets deſcribed the moſt re- 
markable actions of his life. They fore» 
told the appearance. of John the Baptiſt, 
Who was to go before him as an eminent 

meſſenger, in the ſpirit of Elias. He was 


to proclaim his goſpel chiefly in the land 


of Zcbulon and Naphthali, and alleviate 


human miſery by miraculous operations, 


From his healing hand the blind were to 


receive fight, the deaf hearing, the dumb 
ſpeech, and the lame the uſe of their 


limbs. It was foretold that notwithſtand- 
ing all theſe engaging virtues which he 


was to diſplay, he ſhould be deſpiſed and 


rejected by the people, and chat he would 
bear great indignities with . aſtoniſhing 
meekneſs. and patience. - With wonder- 
ful preciſion it was predicted that he 
would be betrayed by one of his diſciples, 
and ſold for thirty pieces of ſilver; that 
the reſt would forſake him, and that he 
would be. ſcourged, buffered, ſpit upon; 
that his hands and feet would be pierced, 
but not a bone of him broken, and that 


yinegar;to.dfink.., oi 
any other circumſtances of his death 
and buiial are diſtinctly foretold; ſuch 5 


£95.) 


that thoſe who crucified him welt caſt 
lots for his garments, buty him in a rich 
man's ſcpulchre, and that he ſhould nor 
ſee corruption, | but riſe again” UE: ore 
day. * 1 
Cheſe prophecies, recorded long before 


bis birth, were in the hands of thofe who 


murdered him, and kept ſecute from an 
alteration. in his favour.” Is it then po- 
ſivle that ſo many prophecies, ſo very cir - 
cumitantial, atteſted by ſo many different 
perſons, and running through alt the fa- 
cred books of the Jews, could be ſo pune- 
tuilly fulfilled in one perfon, if the fpirit 
of God had not revealed theſe things con- 
cerning him to the prophete? Now this 
great perfonage of whom they all ſpoke, 
15 declared in thete prophecies to be à ſa- 
vigur feat by God to bieis mankind. The 


. conlideration of theſe predictions, ſo ef- 


fectually convinced his bitterett enemies 
of his deing the Meſffiah, that many who 
couſented to his death, on comparing tte 


prophecies with his hiſtory, and feeing 
their exact correſpondence, believed his 


commiſſion to be divine, and became ſin- 


cetr Chriitians. 


The argument ariſing Fri theſes adde 
is unan{werabic. A great variety of tu» 


ture evcuts, infcrutable 10 Haman lagaci- 
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7, all reſpecting one perſons hav been 


different men, and at different times 
e Lheſe events have all come to 
— in the hiſtory of Jeſus Chriſt; the 
predictions, therefore, muſt have been a 
revelation from God to them by whom 
they were delivered to the world; now 


our Lord frequently declared to the Jews 
that he is the tubject of thefe prophecies, 


and their else in him juſtißed his 


claim, by the baghel PIE even min | 


of God: himſelf. 


r. 1. Feſus Chriſt 3 to aher 


lion Tuftified by va rn 


jup AISM and Chriſtianity: are the o on- 


ly religions which are eſtabliſhed upon the 


footing of miracles. When a new reli- 
gion ĩs propoſed to the world and conteſt. 
ed, it is an awful trial to ſubmit the que- 


ſtion to the proof of miracles, which are 


to be examined by men of learning and 


diſcernment. Mabowet durſt not reſt the 


truth of his miſſion on this proof. In the 


Alcoran he mentions the objeclions of 


thoſe who oppoſed him; they ſaid if he 
did not work miracles they would not be- 
lieve his doctrines. His anſwer Wwas; 
1. ad giveth the you; of working mi- 


" racles 


nr. 


= 
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vi 
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90 „ 
de racles, when and to whom he ae 


and were he to work miracles ye would 
« not believe.“ As à proof of this afſer« 


tion, be mentions Moſes and Jeſus who 


both ee Ap miracles; as yet go ere, 


A careful inf deen of the nature of 
our Lord's miracles, and the manner in 
which they were performed, may con- 
vince dnt þ candid enquirer that they" were 


| "Mow different are they from falſe mi- 
racles, which generally conſiſt in ſtrange 


and unaccountable appearances, that ſoon 


vaniſh away. His niiracles remained for 


repeated inveſtigation, and were of ſuch 


2 nature as excludes the poſſibility of 


fraud. It does not require learning, or 
uncommon capacity to become a compe- 


tent judge of their truth. Thoſe Who 
witne ſſed them had occaſion for no other 
talents, to examine their reality, but the 


right uſe of their ſenſes, and an honeſt: 


heart. They ſaw our Saviour cure thoſe" ö 
who were ſore: afflifted with the leproſy, 


the palſy, and other obſtinate diſeaſes, by 


ſaying to them, “ Be thou whole.“ They 


beheld him walking on the ſurface of 4 
raging ſea, and ſaw the wind and the wa- 


ves . the moment he bade 
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them be ftill. "Theſe are * facts 
in which the e N got. de miſ- 


John tells us of. 2 man 5 wa was as blind 


from his birth, and became very. geperal- 
iy known by fitting and begging on the 


public road. Our Saviour opened his 
eyes, and che people aſloniſhed at that 
great miracle, took the man to the Pha- 
riſees, Who were our Lord's inveterate e- 
nemies. LUhey ſent ſor his patents who 
declared that their ſon was bort blind: 
after examining the affair to the bottom, 
the truth of the miracle was cſtabliſhed 


beyond contradiction. The reaſoning of 
the man who was cured is unanſ{werable; 


% We know that God heareth not fin» 


„ ners — Since the world began was it e- 
« ver heird that any man opened the 
« eyes of one born blind? If this man 
« were not of God he could do nothing.” 
Tn death and burial of Lazarus, the 


time he lay in the grave, and the conditi- 


on of his body, were known to many peo- 
ple of abilities and credit. Theile wit- 


neſſes ſau his grave opened, his body rai- 


{cd up to life, and his return in health to 
his aitoailaed friends. The ſtory of bis 
reſurrection was publiſhed by one who 
Was indi while other witneſſes were 


_ alive : 


ce 99) 


| ee to atteſt the fact. This rewark is: 
equally applicable to the account of the 
man born blind, aud other miraculous o 
perations mentioned in the goſpels. 
Our Saviour clearly ſhows how theſe 
miracles prove his divine commiſſion, 
The works whith-I do/in my Father's 
«name they bear witneſs of me. If I 
c do not the works 'whieh'none but God 
% can do, don't believe that I come from 
% God; but if 1 do theſe works which 
„ none but God can do, tho ye believe 
not my teftimony of myſelf, believe 
« God's teſtimony of me, who works in 


oe” and by me theſe path wy OO 
2 „ +2 2 1811 r Give 05 7 

: $343 

Ser- IW.“ e inſpiration s _ el 


by the accompl; FEment of . 5 1s predittions. | 
THE gift of prophecy is and infallible 
proof of a divine commiſſion. Our Savi- 
our gave ſatisfactory evidences'of' poſſeſ- 
ſing this gift in a high degtee. He fore 
e that Judas WoutF betray him, that 
he would be thrice denied by Peter, not- 
withſtanding of the promiſes and-zeat of 
this diſciple, that tho” the apoſtles abode 
with him when other followers left him, 
yet when he ſhould be delivered up tothe 
Gentiles to be mocked and" ſcourged, wy 
ER wo 


N <3 Ye 1s eee x8 ag aff vat; F b 


c. 


would all be Semen 2118 would Forfaks 


him. Frequently he forctold the nature and 
manner of his own death, and promiſed 


to riſe again on the third day :, all theſe. 


prophecies were punCtually fulfilled.” 

Ihe molt remarkable of all our Lord's 
predictions reſpected the deſtruCtion of 
Jeruſalem. Often in his difcourfes he 
ſpoke of that future event, tho' during 
his life, the Jews were at peace with the 
Romans, and appeared reconciled ro their 
firuation. I ſhall feleQ a few of the eir- 
cumilances which the author of Chriſti- 
anity foretold would happen, before, at, 
and after the deſtruction of Jeruſalem. * 

1. He predicted that before the city 
was beſicged, many falſe Chriſts and faſſe 
prophets would come and miſlead the 
people; that there would be tamines, 
p-itilences, earthquakes, and awful ſigns 


in the heavens, and that the goſpel of his 
kingdom would be preached in all the 


world, for a witnels unto all nations, aud 
then the end ſhould come. 

2. Jeſus Chriſt alfo foretold that Joh 
ſhould jive to ſee this end come, and that 
it would be accompliſhed before the pco- 


ple of that generation to whom he 1 


ed were all gone. 
3. He reti ſeveral remarkable cir- 
Cuiultances 


— wo 


A 
eumſtences which were to happen at the 
de ſtruction of that city, ſuch as, the pre- 
ſervation of all who ſhould believe in him, 
and their eſcape from the city to the 
- mountains, the progreſs of the Roman 
army like lighteniug from the eaſt to the 
well, the. manner in which chat arniy 
would encompaſs the city with walls aud 
trenches, the dreadful tribulation which 
the Jews would then ſuffer, ſuch as was 
not ſince the beginning. of the world. 

4. He foretold that, when the city was 
taken; the Romans, contrary to their uſu- 
al conduct, would raze the city and tem- 
ple, and that the people would be led cap- 
tive into all nations; in which condition 
they continue to this day. 
Mlatthew publiſhed his goſpel, i in which 

theſe predictions are recorded, about thir- 
ty years. before their accompliſhment. 
The Jews who ſurvived the de{truction of 
their city, did not, in their diſputes with 
the Chriſtians, deny that jeſus Chriſt had 
foretold that unexpected event, in the 
manner related by the Evangeliſts. 

Our Lord's predictions, re ſpecling this 
ſubjeQ, were ſo clear and particular, that 
alter his aſcenſion the diſciples often fpoke 
of that event as near and certain. Paul | 
"RT alludes to it, in Acts Xill. 40, 
4 1. 


„ 


41. This was one reaſon why the Jews 


were ſo enraged againſt the Chriſtians, 
who blaſphemed their holy place, as it 


was called. An inftance of this we have 
in the martyrdom of Stephen: the princi- 
al accuſation againſt him was, “ he ſpoke 


© blaſphemous words againſt the holy 
& place. For we heard him ſay that Je- 
« ſus of Nazareth ſhall deſtroy this place,” 
The reputation of our Saviour, as that 
tue prophet who, as Muſes foretold, 
would be raiſed up by God among the 


Jews; the credit of his diſciples who be- 


lieved him, and therefore ſpoke freely of 


theſe events which he had foretold, and 


the eſtabliſhment of Chriſtianity, debended 
upon the accompliſhment of theſe predictions. 
Fortunately the deſtruction of that city, 
in the manner —- our Saviour fore- 
told, is related by an hiſtorian of reputa- 
tion, who was a witneſs of the event; and 
the truth of his narration has been fully 
eſtabliſhed by the teſtimony of others. 
Joſephus had the advantage of much 
learning, poſſeſſed great abilities, had a 
fair character, was ftrongly attached to 
his unfortunate country, and beheld with 
deep attention and concern the ſcenes 
which he deſcribes. His. publication was 


| approved by Veſpaſian, Titus and others 


| who 


FRE 


who were perfectly acquainted with the 
ſubject: he was not a Chriſtian, and 
when he candidly related the facts which 
he ſaw, he was ignorant that theſe were 
an accompliſhment of our Saviour's pro- 
phecies. It is remarkable, that in ſome 
inſtances this hiſtorian relates facts al- 
moſt in the very words which our Saviour 
| uſed when he foretold them. 

As ſeveral authors have ſhown the per- 
| ſect agreement between our Saviour's 
| predictions and the events to which they 
. refer, I ſhall cloſe this ſection by obſer- 
t ving; the accompliſhment of Jeſus 
A Chriſt's predictions clearly proves his in- 
[ tercourſe with God, for bene this It is 
. impoſſible he could have forefeen theſe fu- 
, ture events, and we know that God 
- | would not reveal the ſecrets of futurity 

to an impoſtor; Therefore we are certain 
that Feſus Chriſt is ſent by Gd hrs Father 
to ſpeak to us in his name, as he ſaid. 


EVER time our Saviour attempted to 

perform a miracle he rifked his credit on 

s |} its accompliſhment, had he failed in one 
Ss inſtance, that would have blaſted his re- 
'S putation. The ſame remark is applicable 
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to his predictions; had any one of them 
failed, that great character, which he had 
to ſupport, would have received an inde= 
lible ſtain. Of all his predictions there is 
none on which he and his diſciples laid a 
greater. ſtreſs than that of his reſurrection. 
So frequently had Jeſus Chrift in public | 
foretold that he would rife again from the | 
dead on the third day, that his murderers ; 
were acquainted with this prediction, and f 
being in power, uſed every poſſible mean 1 
to prevent its accompliſhment, or any im- I 
poſition on the public in that affair. 0 
His enemies left him not till they were f 
Certain that he was actually dead. Tho' c 
his timid diſciples were afraid to be ſeen, t 
and had no hope of his return from the d 
grave, yet a ſtrung guard of ſoldiers ſur- | 
rounded his tonib. They had to watch 
over his grave only till the cloſe of the 
third day, and then ſhew his dead body, 
to defeat his prediction. „ 
The flight of the ſoldiers, their decla- 
ration to the high- prieſts and elders, the 
bribe which was given them to atteſt a 
ridiculous falſchood, the detection and 
publication by the apoſtles, of this de- 
ceitful tranſaction, between the ſoldiers 
and the prieſts, and the ſilence of the 
Jews ou that ſubject, who never attempt- 
. „ 


7 1 2 „„ 
ed to reſute the declaration of Chriſt's dif- 
ciples, are ſtrong evidences of the truth 
of his re ſurrection. 1 
The conduct of the prieſts and elders 


toward the ſoldiers cvidently implies a 


conviction that our Saviour was actually 


rien. Fhey were now certain that he 


was not in the grave. If thege had been 
any ſuſpicion that his diſciples were in 
poſſt ſſion of the dead body, theſe rulers, 


. for their own credit, would inſtantly have 
impriſoned them, and uſed means to re- 
cover it, which would have guaſhed the re- 


port of his reſurrectian for ever. there 


can be no doubt therefore of their convic- 
tion that he was actually riſen from the 


dead. | 


1ho' Jefus had appeared to the priefts 
and rulers, it could have ſerved no good: 


purpote, as they were already convinced 
of the fact, but would not acknowledge it 


to the people. Suppoſing that his ap- 


pearance te them, atrer bis reſurrection, 


would hive changed their minds, and in- 


duced them publicly to confeſs the truth, 


the teſtimony of the prieſts and rulers 


would have buen very ſuſpicious to polte- 
rity; it would have been ſaid that they 


had fome political end to ſerve, that ſome 


ſtate affair induced them. Beſides this 
K 2 would 
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. have weakened the teſtimony of 
the diſciplesz for the men who bribed the 
- ſoldiers could ſecretly have bribed them; 


therefore the ſupport of the prieſts and 


rulers would have rendered the declara- 
tion of the choſen witneſſes ſuſpicious. 
Their inveterate oppoſition to the cauſe, 
and violent perſecution of the Chriſtians, 


remove all ſuſpicion of prieſteraft and po- 


litical deſign. 7 


If the diſciples had agreed to impoſe u- 


pon the world in this affair, ; common 
- ſenſe would have directed them, firſt to 
ſpread the report that our Lord was riſen 
from the grave, and then employ an in- 
dividual whom they could truſt to perſo- 
nate him, and to appear before the mul- 
titude in ſuch a manner and at ſuch times, 
as would not endanger a diſcovery: as 
our Lord never appeared to the multitude 
after his reſurrection, this removed all 
ſuſpicion that the diſciples had contrived 
a ſcheme of deceiving the people. 


Theſe conſiderations ſhew that our Sa- 


viour's appearance, aſter he roſe from the 
dead, only ten competent number of witneſ- 
es, who were intimately acquainted with 
him before his deceaſe, is a circumſtance 
highly calculated to eſtabliſn the truth of 
his reſurrection to poſterity. . 


* 


It 


„ 


7 : 9 


It is evident that tho' our Saviour fore- 
told his reſurredtion, yet aſter his death 
the diſciples did not expect it, and there- 
fore were with diſſiculty convinced of the 
fact. As it was a ſubject of the higheſt 
importance to them and to the world, 
they obtained the fulleſt ſatisfaction of its 


truth. With his perſon they were inti- 
mately. acquainted, and after bis reſur- 


rechion frequently ſaw and converſed with 
him, not ſeparaicly, but tegecher, not 
only by night, but allo in the day, not at 
a diſtance, but in contact with him. 
They handled his body, frequently exa- 


mined has, perſon, renewed the private 


converſations which he had with them 
before his deceale, and enjoyed. an inti- 
macy with him after his relurrection, 
which removed the polhbility oi being de- 
ceived. -4 roo beack 4, 
Ihe number of the witneſſes was more 
than {uihcient to eſtabliſh any tact. When 
Paul pupliſhed a defence ot our Lord's. 
re turrection, he declared to the world 
that Jeſus appeared to five hundred wit- 


* neilzs at one time, and he appealed to a 


nu:nbcr of them who were then alive for 
the truch of his afleruon Could all thole 
men agree voluntarily to maintain a vile 


tailchood, not only altogscher unprofite 


K 3 | able, 


ble, but alſo ſuch as 3 upon "WY 
certain diſhonour, e nn, 
and death ? | 
According to their own principles, 
either as Jews or Chriſtians, if this teſti- 
mony, to which they adhered to the laſt 
moment of their life, had been falfe, they 
expcſed themſelves to eternal miſery. 
Theſe men, under ſuch circumſtanees, 
could not have perſevered in maintaining 
a falle teſtimony, unleſs God had wrought 
a miracle in human nature, in order to 
enable impoſtors to deceive the world. 
Theſe witneſſes were alſo ſeparated 
from one another, many of them impriſ- 
oned, ſeparately examined, ſeverely tried, 
and cruelly tortured; yet they all agreed 
in every part of their teſtimony, they in 
no inſtance ever contradicted A 
or one another, and cheerfully ſealed with 
their blood this truth, that they ſaw and 
converſed with Jeſus aſter he was riſen 
from the dead. Every perſon poſſeſſed 
of common ſenſe muſt ſee the abfolute 
impoſſibility of this agreement among the 
witneſſes, if the ſubject of their teſtimo- 
ny had been a falſchood. 
5 The miracles, which the witneſſes 
performed | in confirmation of their decla- 
ration 


inveſtigated, 
tranſactions of the Apoſtles. Luke, an 


. 
ration concerning Jeſus, are God's teſti 


mony to their veracity. 


No ſudject was ever more wublis,; more 
or better known than the 


hiſtorian of great character, who witneſ- 
fed many of the things which he relates, 
publiſhied The As of the Abaſtles among 


the people who faw the tranſactions. It 
would have blaſted his character to have 


publithed falſchoods which muit inſtantly 
be detected; it would have ruined the 
credit of the church to have received as 
facts, notorious falſehoods. Now the Acts 


of the Apoltles were written by Luke, 
_ received by the church, and no falſchood 
was ever detected in that book by Jew or 


Gentile, The primitve fathers atteſt its 


wh and authenticity, and heathen au- 
- thors record ſome of the important facts 


winch ate related by Luke. 
In chap. ii. we are informed that the 


apoſtles, who were known to be unlearn- 
ed liihermen, began to [peek the ſeveral 


languages of thoſe people, who at that 


time were allembled in Jeruſalem from 
different countries. When the people 


were aſtoniſhed at this undoubted proof 


of inſpiration, the apoſtles thus addreſſed 


the multitude; « Ye men of Ilrac| hear 
« theſe 


has 
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t theſe words; Jeſus of Nazareth, a man 


« approved of God among you, by mi- 
4 racles and ſigns which God did by him 


„ in the midit of you, as ye your/etves al- 


4 fo Luca this Jeſus hath God raiſed up 
© whereof wwe all are witneſſes.” by 


To the gift of tongues, as a proof of 


inſpiration, , was added a number of un- 


doubted miracles, in confirmation of this 
teſtimony concerning Jeſus Chriſt, which _ 


are related in the Acts of the apoſtles, and 


were publiſhed among the people who 


witneſſed them. 


If all theſe conſiderations be candidly 


weighed, I maintain that no unprejudiced 
mind can hefitate in believing the truth of 
Chriſt's reſurrection. 1 25 
His reſurrection eſtabliſhes the truth 
of Chriſtianity. From the dead he could 
not ariſe without the miraculous exertion 


of divine power. To this event he ap- 


pealed before his death, as a decifive proof 
cf his divine miſſion. In the faith of is 
accompliſhment he yielded up his life on 
the croſs, and by his reſurrection God 


once more proclaimed his ſonſhip, and 
commanded the world to obey our riſen. 


Saviour. 


| SECT» ; 
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in 
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gueyr VI. The An? if the Apes and 
h rapid progreſs of Chriſtianity. | 


2 have ſhewn that the publication of 


the Acts of the Apoſtles by Luke a- 
mong the people who witneſſed the trani- 
actions which he relates, the notoriety of 
his ſubject, the approbation with which 
that hiftory was received by all the 
churches, and the acknowledgement of 
its t.uth by both Jews and Gentites, 

fufficiently cvince its authenticity 1 Bere 
were many falſe accounts written of the 
apoſtles tranſactions, which were ſoon 
detected and rejected; but this canonical 
bock, after the ſtricteſt inveſtigation, was 
admitted by all parties as unexceprionable. 
It was ſhewn that the ſame evidences, 


which prove the authenticity and truth uf 


the four goſpels, extend alſo to the Acts of 
the bpoittes? 25 


St. Auſtin obſerves, that this BEE was 


received with great edification, an read 


once a year in the aſſemblies of the faith- 


fol. Authors, who wrote ſoon after it 
was publiſhed, quote it as authentic, and 


containing facts which no party ever 
demed. 


Ircuzus who publiſhed i in the 6864 | 


century 
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century obſerres, that he never read of 
either Jew or Gentile objecting againtt its 
truth; and the epiſtles of Paul, Peter. 
J:imes and John, all agree with the book 
of Acts in the many facts which they 
occaſionally mention, and which are alfo 
related in that Hiſtory. 

In the book of Acts, the truth of 
which is ſufficiently confirmed, there are 
two remark ble facts mentioned; the per- 
formance of miracles by the apolties, 
and the rapid progreſs of Chriſtianity. 
he miracles which are related in the 
Acts of the Apoſtles were wrought by 
perſons who gave other proofs of their 

milon, who inhied on the reaſonable- 
neſs of their doctiine, and requeſted their 


opponents to inveſtigate the truth of their 
teſtimony, and the ee of their 


*. whole conduct. 
The men who performed theſe virdeles 


were known to be illiterate, in a low con - 


dition, poor, without authority, and 
without friends to ſupport them. In the 


account which was given to the world of 


theſe miracles, a few years after they 


were performed, the hiſtorian relates the 


public manner in which they were 
wrought, he mentions the time, the 


| place, che occaſion, the diſeaſes which 


were 
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were removed, the names of dis perſons 
| healed, and thus gave mankind an oppor- 


tunity of epquiring into the facts. Theſe 
miracles were performed in the preſence 
of learned oppanents who had both abi- 
lity and inelination to inveſtigate their re- 


ality. "The apoſtles performed them 


without the leaſt appearance of pride, 
vanity or oftentation 3. they were not 


wrought for any worldly advantage, nor 


did the operators pretend to any ſupe- 
rior capacity of their own; they appeal- 
ed to God as to the truth of their teſti- 
mony concerning Jeſus Chriſt, and then 
perſormed the mitacle in his Name. 


Lubeſe miracles were permanent, they ad- 


mitted of re- examination, and were fo 
various. and numerous that the apoſtles? 
keeneſt enemies openly acknowledged 
their reality; „ What ſhall we do to 
* theſe men? ſaid their perſecutors, for 
« that indeed a notable miracle hath been 
« done by them, is manifeſt to all them 
« that dwell in Jeruſalem, and we cannot 
& deny it.“ Such miracles as theſe render 
the divine miſſion. of the apoſtles indu- 
bitable, and confirm their teſtimony con- 
cerning Jeſus Chriſt, in whoſe name they 


=— 


were performed. 


* he other remarkable event mentioned. 
in 


in the Bock of Acts is the rapid proreſs 
of Chriſtianity, and its aſtoniſhing inilu- 


ence on both Jews and Gentiles. 

Beſides the evidences which we have 
of this fact in the New Teſtament, ſeve- 
re heathen authors acknowledge, that in 


a few years after Chriſt's crucifixion, his 


religion ſpread through the whole Roman 
empire. This fact is ſo well eſtabliſhed. 


that I know of no perſon of credit by 
whom it was ever denied; - nay it is moſt 


certain, that about twenty years after our 


Saviour's aſcenſion Chriſtian churches 


were formed in almoſt every city in Aſia, 


Greece, Italy, and the coaſts of Africa. 
Heathen hiſtorians aihrm that in the 


Roman empire, the palace, the ſenate, 


the courts of judicature, the corporations 
and the very araiy were filled with Chriſ- 
tians. Theſe numerous converts renoun- 


ced the ancient rites of their fathers, they 
for ſook the pleaſures, the honours and the 


wehes, which they might have acquired 
by adhering to the religion of their coun- 


try, and they ſubmitted to diſgrace, po- 


verty, impriſonment, tortures and death 


by becoming Chriſtians. 


In all agek of the world mankind: are 
ſtrongly attached to the religion of their 


auceſtorz. The Jews in particular have 


always 
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| they ſuffered, 


(48 
always been remarkably bigotted to their 


ſyſtem: but at that time when they in- 
habited their own country, met thrice a 
year at Jeruſalem and ſacriſiced in the 


temple on mount Zion, they would have 
ſubmitted to the moſt dreadful hardſhips 


rather than have renounced Judaiſm, yet 
among this very people did that new re- 


ligion ariſez and many thouſands in Je- 
ruſalem itſelf, where their temple itood, 


and where Jeſus was crucified, forſouk 


the religion of their fathers and embraced 
the croſs of Chriſt. 


The change wrought on theſe converts, 
eſpecially among the heathens, was aſto- 


niſhing. Their vices and ſuperſtition 


they renounced with their religion, and 


became enlightened in the knowledge of 


God and of their duty. 

Tertullian, in his apology for the 
Chriſtians, to the Emperor and ſenate, 
challenged them to name one real Chrif- 


tian who ever was condemned for theft, 


murder or any of thoſe vices for which 
heathens-were daily executed. The ene- 
mies of theſe early converts to Chriſtia- 


nity never pretended to puniſh them for 


crimes; it was for their opinions and op- 
poſition to the religion of the ſtate that 


cw). 
Pliny, in his letter. to Trajan the ems 


peror, who had required him to make 


particular enquiry concerning the Chriſ- 
_navrs, gives the following account of themz 


« There is no fault to be found iu them, 
& faid he, except their obſtinate refuſal to 
© facrifice to the Gods.“ He adds; 


« at their religious meetings it is an eſ- 
. ſential part of their worſhip to oblige 


« themſclves by a ſolemn ſacrament to 
% abſtam from murder, theft, adultery, | 


& and all maner of wickedneſs.” 


In proportion as Chriſtianity ſpread, 
the human race was vilibly reformed. . 


Prejudices, apparently unconquerable, 


and vicious habits, deeply rooted and in- 


veterate were completely ſubdued by the 
goſpel of Chriſt. Chriſtianity broke the 
fierceneſs of human nature, removed 
infemitics and diſorders of long ſtanding, 
and excited in men the moſt excellent and 
heroic diſpoſitions. 

It is not denied that, after the re! ligion 
of Jeſus Chriſt was eſtabliſhed in the 
world, and theſe miraculous powers had 


ceaſed, by which it was at firſt propa- 


gated, the Chriſtians ſoon degenerated, 
and a great number of ignorant and de- 
praved men became members of the 


churclies. But it is 5 certain that the. pri- | 


mitive 


of 
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mitive Chriſtians were 3 * 2 | 


minds elevated and enlarged by the doc- 
trines which they believed; old things 


_ with them were literally done away and all 


things became new. Under the ſevereſt 


trials of their virtue they maintained their 
exalted character, and thoſe who were 


put to death for their teſtimony diſplaycd 
a meekneſs, benevolence, and greatneſs 
of ſoul that confounded their murderers. 


Was not this great and ſudden change 
a viſible diſplay of the power of God? 


Its permanency, and wide extent proved 


its reality. Could this religion be propa» 


gated by impoſtors? by its fruits was it 


not known to be of God? Were not 


theſe undeniable and glorious conſequen- 
ces worthy of the miracles which God 


wrought to give efficacy to the goſpel? 
and are not they, 


who labour to dettroy 
the influence of religion on focicty, 


Sect. VII. The propagation of Chrifliani- 
tyis a prof of its divine authority. 


TH O' the rapid and extenſiye progreſs 


of any religion is no coneluſive proof of its 
divine origin, yet a particular religion. 
L 2 — 


fighting againſt God, and dangerous * 
nemies to the human race? 


1 N 
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may be . by ſuch inadequate” 
means, under ſuch unfavourable circum- 


ſtances and violent oppolition, as clearly 
manifeſts the immediate power of-God in 
its progreſs and conqueſts. Bt. 

The rapid vegetation of a tree and its 
_ early fruit may all be natural, but if a dry 
ro, long cut off from its parent root, like 
Aaron's, in one night bloſſom and bring 
forth fruit, then the miraculous power of 
God is viſible in that production; and I 
hope to ſhew that the divine power was 


equally viſible in the aſtoniſhing progreſs 
and influence of Chriſtianity, when it 


was firſt preached by the apo ties. 


With timidity they fled and hid them- 


ſelves when Jeſus was betrayed, his death 
blaited all their expectations. In a few 
weeks after his deceaſe the diſciples came 
forth and boldly charged the Jews with 
tue crime of baſcly murdering a great and 
innocent . perfonage. From Whence did 


they derive this courage? was there any 


* alteration in the ſentiments of the people 
to his favour ? were not the murderers of 
their Mailer as violent as when they cru- 
ciſied him? were not the twelve warned 
to expect the ſame perſecution from the 
Jews with that which Jeſus ſuftered? No- 


thing theretore but conſcious i integrity and 
= 


33 ;ͤͤ r MW O76 5 


2 2. 


— p . OO OT on TDDEr oo 


" £0 - 
an aſſurance of their Lord and Maſter's 
protection could inſpire the apoſtles with 


this boldneſs, But will their boldneſs ac- 
count for the immediate converſion of lo 


many thouſands ? 


The Jews were never more che to 
the religion of their fathers than in tbat 
age, and there was no viſible cauſe in 
Chriſtianity to induce them to give it the 
preference. hey ſaw its author igno- 
miniouſly crucified between two malefac- 
tors. L[he'prieſts, the elders, the Phari- 
ſees, the Saducces, and all who had au- 


thority and influence among the people, 


exerted their learning and power to quath 


this new religion; and yet thouſands re- 


nounced the religion of their anceſtors, 


| and with it their worldly intereſts, and 


embraced the croſs of Chriſt: and they 
perſevercd in their adherence to that 
cauſe under the moſt rigorous ſufferings. 
The fact itſelf is ſufficiently eſtabliſhed, 
and it cannot be accounted for without 
admitting the miraculous exertion of di- 
vine power, as related in the Acts of the 
Apottles. This is a phenomenon in hu- 
man nature no leſs extraordinary than the 
production of almonds from Aaron's wi- 
thered rod, in one night. : 
Ihe converſion of Paul, as frequently ; 


L 3 related 


related by himſelf, is a proper . of 
that divine influence which produced ſo 
wonderful a change on _ members of 
the Jewiſh church. 

A more violent enemy to Chriſtianity 
did not exiſt. In his fierce perſecution of 
the ſaints he enjoyed honours and rewards + 
from thoſe in authority; while he belie- 
ved that the ſuppreſſion of this new reli- 
gion would be an acceptable ſervice unto 
God. 

The means of his converſion, as record- 
ed in the book of Acts, were evidently 
ſupernatural: a viſion and voice from hea- 
ven at mid-day arreſted him in his perſe- 
cuting career, and deprived him of fight : 
for three days he remained in darkaets 
and great horror. A diſciple then came 
to him, and in the name of Jeſus Chriſt 
reſtored his ſight, and foreroid his future 
deſtination. It is impoſſible that all this 
could happen by ROE or be condue- 
ted by human policy. 5 
Paul was a man of great ſagacity and 
intelligence, he deeply pondered this 
ſtrange event: the reſult was, he renoun- 
ced the religion of his anceſtors, the com- 
pany of the great, the friendthip of thoſe 
in power, and voluntarily affociated with 
Poor pertecuted and deſpiſed — | 
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He alſo ſubmitted to the moſt awful trials, 


a i # 
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he undertook the moſt laborious opera- 
tions, and expoſed himſelf to dangers and 
death among ſtrangers, without any vi- 


ſible motive of honour, advantage, or 


worldly pleaſure. According to his own 


principles the propagation of known falſe- 


hoods expoſed him to eternal,miſcry; he 
eG ſaith of himſelf and other pro- 


pagators of Chriſtianity, « If in this hfe 
* only we have hope in Chriſt, we are of 


« all men the moſt miſerable.” 
Jo render it certain that this alhoniſhe 


ing change was wrought in Faul by the 
Power of God, and that he neither was 


deceived: nor endeavoured to deceive, o- 
thers, he received the g' 'ft of working mi- 


racles, as is evident from his epiſtles. 
IJ his eminent diſplay of God's power in 
Paul's converſion, | is an unqueſtionable 


proof of the divine authority of Chriſtiani- 


ty, ſince God called him for the expreſs 
purpoſe of propagating it —_— the Gen- 
© Req: 5: 


The fame power, tho diſplay ed in a 


diferent manner, was no leſs "ible in 
the converſion of both Jews and Gentiles. 


In conformity to the commiſſion which 


the diſciples received from ſeſus Chriſt, 
after having preached the goſpel in Jeru- 


ſalem, 
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 falem, they next went to propagate Chri- 


| Ntianity among the heathens. Theſe il- 


literate fiſhermen appeared among the 


Gentiles, and were without eloquence, 
power, riches or friends; they told the 


people a ſimple ſtory of a deteſted Je 


whom his countrymen crucified as a ma- 
le factor, and that they were his diſciples, 


and had been baniſhed for maintaining 
that God had raiſed! him up from the 


dead. 
Was it poſſible that the apoſtles nid 


ever gain one proſelyte by ſuch means? . 


They were ſtrangers, come from a pco- 


ple whom the heathens deſpiſed; they 
frankly owned that all who embraced this 
new religion had no worldly advantages to 


expect b by becoming Chriſtians, and the 
ſobje ect of their teſtimony was highly cal- 


* 


to excite contempt. A conteſt 


then aroſe the moſt unequal that can be 


imagined. On the one fide were the ſe 
poor, illiterate unbefriended ſtrangers, 
who had poverty, ignominy, ſufferings 
and death attending their cauſe; on the 
other fide were the rulers of this world 


ſupporting an eſtabliſhed religion, attends . 


ed with honours and riches; in league 


with them were the learned, expert in 


diſputation, and the prieſts, * 3. 


- 


the fear of loſing their reputation,” their. 
importance and their maintenance. This 
powerſul confederacy was cemented and 
invigorated by the ſuperſtition of the peo- 
ple, their ſtrong attachment to ancient 
cuſtoms, their vices and inveterate habits 
and prejudices and licentious pleaſures, 
which were freely enjoyed in the temples 
of the of their anceſtors. The e- 
rection of ſo many. churches, in ſo ae 
a time, by the apoſtles, on the ruins of 
eſtabliſhed religions thus defended, was 
no leſs wonderful than it would be to ſee 
an unexperienced child diſcomfit a great 
aud well diſciplined army, 169! e. 7 
a preverful artiller y. 
Thus the exertion of ding power, — 
thetonverſiun and re formation of mankind 
by the goſpel, was another viſible teſti- 
mony from God, that the Chrittian reli- L 


gion is eltabuſhed 4 oy his ene 


Seer. Vill. The ſucceſsful propagation. of 
Chrijtianity 0 15 fog wo er of propnecy. 


As the power of God was viſibly dis- | 
played in the rapid progreſs of the goſpel, 
and its aſtoniſhing influence on mankindy 
fo this extraordinary phenomenon, in hu» 
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man ſociety, was clearly prediQed i in ma- 


ny paſſages of the prophetic writings. 
The author of Chriſtianity is the moſt 


extraordinary perſon who ever appeared 


on earth, and as the moſt remarkable 
circumſtances in his birth, life, death and 
reſurrection, were diſtinctiy foretold by 
the prophets, ſo the moſt obſervable facts 
reſpecting tlie riſe and progreſs of his re- 
ligion, were alſo predicted in the Old 
Teſtament. The paſſages which refer to 
Chriſtianity are very numerous, and the 
deſcription of circumſtances veny particu- 
lar. 5 

In mentioning a few inſtances it will 
be neceſſary to advert to the prophetic 
ſtyle. The founder of Chriſtianity is cal- 
led a King by the prophets, his religion a 
Kingdom, and thofe who embrace it, his 
Subjects. Our Saviour generally ſpeaks 
of Chriſtianity as the Kingdom of God, 


or the Kingdom of heaven. © Art thou 
« a king then?” ſaid Pilate unto Jeſus; 


be anſwered, © lhou ſayeſt that I am a 
« king, to this end was I born, and for 
& this cauſe came I into the world.“ 

Daniel calls him “ the Ancient of days,” 
and ſays, “ And there was given him do- 
„ mimon and glory, and a kingdom, that 
« all people, nations and langwi 


6» 
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ages ſhould _ 
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en ſerye Wan kingdom ſhall. not be 
© deſtroyed— in theſe days ſhall the God 


« of heaven ſet up a kingdom,” & c. 


Chriſtianity, or this kingdom, it was 


: foretold, muſt encounter violent oppoſi- 
Han. Why do the heathen rage, and 


« the people imagine a vain thing? The 


« kings of the earth ſet A! in - 


Cc poſttion, and the rulers take countel 


together againſt the Lord and his A- 


© nointed, or his Chriſt.” _. 

It was alſo foretold, that their ene 
oppoſition ſhould be unavailingz ** Thou 
% ſhalt break them with a rod of iron, 
« thou ſhalt daſh, them in pieces like a 
« patter's veſſel.” _ 


It was alſo predicted, that Chriſtianity 


ſhould ſpring up at Zion in Jeruſalem, 
and then rapidly ſpread over the world. 


J have ſet my King upon my holy hill 


« of Zion.” The Lord ſhall ſend the 
c rod of thy ſtrength out 9 mY Zion; thy 
% people ſhall be willin vg in day of thy 
% power. For out of Zion ſhall go forth 
« the law, and A word of the Lord 
« from Jeruſalem.”. The diſciples were 
required to tarry in that city till endued 
with ſupernatural gifts, and then go and 


preach the goſpel to all tien 49: ons 
* ning at Icruſalem.“ 8 


1 » 
* * - 


; » 


( 246 bl 


of this kingdom at brit was particularly 
noticed by the prophets, and its ſudden 
expanſion over the Gentile worlil clearly 
forctold. It was compared to an handful 
of corn upon the top of a mountain, which 


ſhould ſpread. like the graſs of the carih, 


A little one, faid Ifziah, (all become 
d 2 thouſand, and a ſmall one a flrong 
"<6 nation, I the Lord will haſlen it in his 
« time.” © Aſk of me and 1 ſhall give 
:« thee the heathen) for thine inheritance 
c to it ſhall the Gentiles ſeek ; 3 . 


* 


c he ſhall bring forth judgment to the 
« Gentiles, and the iſles ſhall wait for 
% his laws.” [he rapid extenſion of this 
kingdom was to be conducted on Chriſt's 

part without violence or external force. 
« Behold thy king cometh unto thee meek 
« and lowly, having ſalvation ! he ſhall 
„ not cry nor lift up, nor cauſe his voice 


* to be heard in the ſtreet; a bruiſed reed 


% ſhall. he not break, ard the ſmoking 
6 ma ſhall he not quench wet, 
Ihe prophecies, from which theſe paſ- 


| ſooes are collected, were univerſally inter- 


preted by the Jews to refer to the promi- 
ſed Mcſhas and his kingdom. The fact 


10 which they refer is a molt wonderful 
ö 5 and 


The ſmall and unpromiſ ing appearance 


00 1 2 him ſor a light of the Gentiles; 
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and improbable event, and cannot be ac - 
counted for without admitting the opera- 
tion of divine influence : in the prophe- 


cies, where every material circumſtance 


is deſcribed with remarkable preciſion, 
the actual exertion of God's power is par- 


ticularly pointed out.“ J the Lord will 
« haſten it in his time; I will do it ſaith 


„ the Lord.” Can a more plain and ſa- 
tisfactory proof of the divine origin of 


"Chriſtianity be imagined or required 


With the ſame preciſion did our Savi- 


our deſeribe the ſucceſs of his goſpel, and 
the moſt material circumftancesthat would 
accompany its propagation. He did not 
latter the miniſters of this kingdom; 


„ Behold I ſend you forth as ſheep in the 


« midſt of wolves. Beware of men, for 
c they will deliver you up to the coun- 
* cils, and they will ſcourge you in their 
'« ſynagogues,” &c. A ſhort time before 
his death. he bade them remember the 
word he had ſaid unto them, and added, 


the ſervant is not greater than the Lord; 
« if they have perſecuted me they will 
« alfo perſecute you.” Our Saviour fore- 
told that when he ſhould be betrayed all 
his diſciples would forſake him and fly, 


Tf they were fo timid as to forſake his per- 
| ſon when he was alive, could it be expeo- 
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ted that they would adhere to his cauſe. 
after his ignominious death, and expoſe 


themſelves to that dreadful perſecution 
Which he foretold ? Improbable as chis 
was, Jeſus predicted the return of their 
courage and ſteadineſs. 25 1 


Is it poſlible that the religion of a man, 


erucifed with every mark of ignominy 
and contempt, for holding opinions con- 


trary to the tenets of his countrymen, can 


overturn eſtabliſhed ſyſtems, and ſpread, 


by the preaching of a few unbefriended 


and illiterate fiſhermen? The founder of 
Chriſtianity deſcribed every dithculty to 
be overcome, and foretold the rapid and 
extenſive ſucceſs of his perſecuted mini- 
ſters. Often, in parables, he deſcribed 
the unpromiſing origin and great extent 
of Chriſtianity on earth. The kingdom 
« of heaven is like a little leaven that in- 
« ſtantly leavens the whole lump, or a 
« grain of muſtard ſeed, which indeed is 
* the leaft of all ſeeds,” yet in one ſeaſon 
becomes like a ſpreading tree. 

Too account for this, our Lord foretold 


that the diſciples, in propagating his goſ- 
pel, ſhould be endued with the power of 


working miracles: Mark obſerves, that 
he ordained twelve that they might be 
with him, and that he might ſend them 


fortn 
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forth to, preach, and with power alſo to 


heal ſickneſs. After his reſurrection he 
bade them tarry in Mg until they 


| were endued with power from on high; in 
alluſion to the original 5670 of theit e- 


lection. In the exerciſe of this power, 


our Saviour foretold; “ and this pd 
„ of the Kingdom ſhall be preached in 
4 all the world for a witneſs unto all na- 
tions, before the deſtruction of Jeru- 
ſalem, which was to happen in that very 
generation, and then ſhali the end of the 
: Jerich diſpenſation come. Ihe ſubject 
of theſe prophecies was far beyond the or- 
dinary courle of human affairs; the pro- 


phets with preciſion deſcribed the fact; 


Our Saviour named the inſtruments who 


were choſen to accompliſh the prediction, 


and conferred on them powers ſuited: to. 
the undertaking. Is it poſſible that Jeſus 


Chriſt could, without the ſpirit of inſpi- 


ration, have ſpoken with ſuch certainty 
of the future ſituation of his diſciples, 


the powers they would diſplay, the man- 
ner in which they would be treated by the 
world, their ſucceſs, and the ſhort time 


3 employed in rat adit his are ? 
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THE candid reader muſt decide whe- 
= ther the niferences which 1 have drawn 
i! be ſufficiently ſupported by thoſe p/ain and 
I unabubted fafts from which they are de- 
| duecd. 


1 | principal weapons which have been em- 
nn ployed againſt reveJation are glaring ſo- 
phiſtry and groſs miſrepreſentations, and 


the ſcriptures can affect the main ſubject 
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ducted the controverſy to doubtful and in- 
tricate points, fore ian to the principal 
queſtion, which is, Were the Jewiſh le- 
giſlator, and the Author of Chriſtianity 
inſpired ? e 
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and the inſpiration of Moſcs, have been 
proved from: a great varicty of the moſt 
ſatisfactory evidence; ; and as Moſes clear= 
ly for-tcid the appearance and character 


claim» of our Lord to a divine miſſion. 


It has been ſhewn that hitherto Þ a6 


that no objection againſt any paſſage of 


of diſputation. Deiſts have artfully con- 


The authenticity of the pentate uch 


of Jeſus Chrift; the cxact iccompliſhe 
ment of his pred ictions confirmed his 
own charucter as a prophet, and alfo che 


But on che ae of Moſcs our Savi- 
our 's 


a ii... ct ” IG Ma 


J 


0 
4 


Y BY YI x S 


e 


NT ß 


3 


F-4. 


t nan 0 


our's claim to inſpiration does not wholly 
reſt; for all the prophets deſcribe that 
great perſonage, in ſuch a variety of cir- 


cumſtances, and with, ſuch preciſion, 
that their ſeveral predictions, taken toge- 


ther, agree with the authentic. hiſtories 
of his life, like the ſeveral parts of a well 
drawn likeneſs to the original. "This ren- 


ders it undoubted that Jeſus Chriſt's miſ- 
fron is from heaven; and it is certain, 


that his character and conduct are the 


very reverſe cf thoſe diſplayed by all the 
impoſtors who have appeared in the 
world. To theſe predictions, which are 
a Clear teſtimony from God in his favour, 
was added a great varicty of miracles per- 
formed in the preſence of able and keen 


opponents, who were forced to confeſs 
their reality: to theſe operations Jeſus 
Chriſt juſtly appealed, as his Father's at- 

te ſtation of his miſſion; while his numer» 


ous predictions, of events undoubtedly 
inſcrutable, demonſtrated to the world, 


that he poſſf td the ſpirit of inſpiration. 


To his recfurreQion from the dead, 
which he alſo foreto!d, he publicly refer- 
red, as another deciſive proof that God 
bad ſent him; the undoubted accompliſh» 
ment of this prediction, by the exertion . 


of divine power in biinging lim back from 


the 


7 3 132 yp 
the grave, fully proved the divinity of his 


miſſion. 
To theſe invincible evidences was add- 


ed a great number of others, equally ſatiſ- 


factory: fuch as, the various undoubted 
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Givine aid; the amazing influence of 
Chriſtianity on its numerous proſelytes; 
the preciſion with which the prophets 
foretold the riſe and progreſs of his reli- 
gion; the powerful and combined oppoſi- 
tion which it would overcome, and its fi- 
nal eſtabliſhment and duration in the 
World; to which may be added Jeſus 
Chriſt's own predictions of the future ſi- 
tuation, ſufferings and ſucceſs of his a- 
poſtles, and alſo of the time and manner 
in which the many prophecies concerning 
this ſpiritual kingdom would be accome 
plithed. 

Is it poſſible, in the nature of es: 
that ſuch a number of convincing eviden- 
ces could be combined in favour of an im- 
poſtor? Sometimes one or two favour- 
able circumſtances may chance to counte- 
nance the pretenſions of a deceiver, but 
never of ſuch weight as could be put in 
the balance with thoſe in fayour of Jeſus 

Chhriſt 
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Chritt. Beſides the moſt artful inpoſicrs 


have ſooner or later been detected of falſe- 


hood and deceit, but notwithſtanding all 
the powerful and combined oppoſition a- 
gien Moſes, Jeſus and the Apoſtles, no 


hood nor deccit was ever proved upon 
any of them. 

I will therefore conclude this ſubject 

with a melt earneſt entreaty, that the 


reader would once more examine and 


combine with attention and candour all 
thoſe evidences which have been advan- 


ced in vindication of J<ſus Chriſt's divine 


miſſion; and then ſolemnly, as an ac- 
countable creature, deduce that inference 


from the whole, concerning our Lord and 


his goſpel, = which he "me Gong * 
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